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Take away on .
Sexual and Gender Based Violence

Endorserent of Local laws and Mecharsrus aganst SGBV

Different Municipalities around the country against (SGBV). Through a series of coordinated
adopted laws and Policies against Sexual advocacy efforts, Municipalities adopted the
and Gender-based Violence (SGBV). FWLD, laws and policies against SGBY, tailored to their
collaborated and supported the local needs and context. Following the adoption, the
organizations such as New Friends Club, Bara, Municipalities in collaboration with FWLD and
Creative Institute Nepal (CIN), Information respective local organizations, disseminated the
and Human Research Center (IHRC), VIDEH endorsed laws and policies publicly and also

Foundation, and several Municipalities in drafting felicitated FWLD for the overall support.
and adoption of the local laws and mechanisms

* Baragadhi Rural Municipality (Bara) conducted public dissemination program of the Sexual
Harassment at Work Place (Prevention) Code of Conduct 2082 on January 8, 2026.
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* Karaiyamai Rural Municipality (Bara) publicly disseminated the ‘Referral Guidelines to address the
Violence against Women and Girls (VaWGQ), 2082".
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* Mahagadhimai Municipality (Bara) disseminated the adopted ‘Sexual Harassment at Workplace
(prevention) Code of Conduct, 2082’ on January 19, 2026.

o i, w7 fem s (FWLDY, wEewgi e
s i e g (e mare lm-g003”

¢ In Nepalgunj Sub-Metropolitan City, Banke a discussion meeting on draft ‘Sexual Harassment at
Workplace (Prevention) Code of Conduct, 2082’ was conducted on January 7, 2026, and it was handed
over to the Municipality on January 21, 2026.

WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY [ - ) I
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* In Janaki Rural Municipality, a discussion meeting on the draft of ‘Referral Guidelines to address
Violence against Women and Girls, 2082’ was conducted on January 7, 2026, which was publicly
disseminated by the Municipality on January 18, 2026.
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* Badhaiyatal Rural Municipality (Bardiya) endorsed and publicised ‘An Act for the Establishment,
Operation and Management of the Rehabilitation and Service Fund Act, 2082’ on January 19, 2026,
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* In Khajura Rural Municipality (Banke), a preliminary meeting was held on January 12, a discussion
meeting was held on January 13 and the Municipality disseminated the ‘Referral Guidelines to address
Violence against Women and Cirls, 2082’ on January 18, 2026.

Preliminary Meeting
el arduifeaT, afw
FEL UE QT (3 WA, 30961

»  Kanchan Rural Municipality publicly disseminated ‘Rehabilitation and Service Centre Operation Act,
2082’ on January 22, 2026.
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* In Suddhodhan Rural Municipality, a feedback meeting on the draft of ‘Guidelines on the Referral
Pathway for victims of Violence against Women and Girls, 2082’ was conducted on January 9, and the
Municipality disseminated the Guidelines on February 5, 2026.
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¢ On February 5, 2026, the coordination meeting discussed and finalized the public dissemination of
the previously endorsed ‘Directive for the Referral Pathway for the victims of VaWG'’ through hoarding
board establishments.
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Mappwng the Existng Service and Mechamsm
Pronty of Local Government (Karnah Province) and
Gaps to Work on the GBV mcluding Referral Pathway

FWLD conducted “Mapping and Orientation
Programs of Policies against Violence against
Women and Girls (VaWG)' on January 7, 2026

in Hima Municipality (Jumla), on January 9,

2026 in Kanaka Sundari Rural Municipality
(Jumla), on January 11, 2026 in Narharinath Rural
Municipality, on January 13 in Raskot Municipality;
and on January 18, 2026 in Sanni Triveni Rural
Municipality.

These meetings were conducted in the presence
of elected representatives, members of the
Executive Committee, members of the Judicial
committee, representatives of civil society
organizations, Nepal Police, and Child club. FWLD
oriented the participants on different types of

Kanaka Sundari Rural Municipality (Jumla)

I '/ ORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY

SGBV, laws against SGBV and the role of the local
government to address SGBV and provide victim-
centric justice in their Municipalities. Furthermore,
FWLD also highlighted the major local laws
required like Ac Act to operate GBV Elimination
Fund, Rehabilitation Centre and Fund, Service
Centre and Fund, Referral Guideline to address
victims of VaWG, Sexual Harassment at Workplace
(Prevention) Code of Conduct, along with others.
The Municipalities shared and discussed about
the existing forms of SGBV and existing laws and
policies if there was any. At the end, the needs of
the Municipalities in terms of adoption of laws and
policies against SGBV were identified.

Narharinath Rural Municipality,
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Raskot Municipality Sanni Triveni Rural Municipality.

Sharng of I[dentthed Gaps and Planmng Meeting
with Local Governents (Karnah Province)

Following the mapping of the existing service Raskot Municipality, Kalikot and Sanni Triveni
and mechanism against SGBV, FWLD shared the Rural Municipality, Kalikot decided to adopt three
findings to the Municipalities on January 8, 2026 documents —

in Hima Rural Municipality, January 10, 2026 in a) Act for the Establishment and Operation of a
Kanaka Sundari Rural Municipality, on January 12, Fund and Service Centre for the Protection
2026 in Narharinath Rural Municipality, January 14, of Victims of Gender-Based Violence, Human
2026 in Raskot Municipality, and on January 19, Trafficking, and Domestic Violence

2026 in Sanni Triveni Rural Municipality. Through

these programs, the respective Municipalities b) Cuideline on Referral System to address

identified the necessary laws and policies that VAWG )
they were required to adopt to address SGBV in ¢) Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Prevention)
Code of Conduct

their Municipalities. Utilising the need assessment
and the platform, Municipalities and FWLD came Whereas, other Municipalities decided to adopt

to a conclusion where FWLD agreed to help the Act for the Establishment and Operation of
Municipalities in drafting the respective laws and a Fund and Service Centre for the Protection
Policies against SGBV. of Victims of Gender-Based Violence, Human

Trafficking, and Domestic Violence.

Hima Municipality (Jumla)
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Raskot Municipality
T TR

Sanni Triveni Rural Municipality
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Meda Interaction on Local Poicy Imhatwve to
Address VaWG

On January 9, 2026 FWLD organized a ‘Media Interaction on Local Policy Initiative to address VaWG' in
Kalaiya Bara. The program discussed on the need to endorse local laws against VaWG in the presence
of officers from Devtal Rural Municipality, and Kalaiya Sub-Metropolitan City, and journalist.

Similar event was also conducted by FWLD in in the presence of representatives and officials
Nepalgunj, Banke on January 19, 2026. Through from Badhaiyatal Rural Municipality, Janaki Rural
the program, FWLD highlighted the importance of = Municipality, Nepalgunj Sub-metropolitan city, and
local laws to address VaWG and it was conducted  journalists.

» e
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FWLD also conducted another media interaction program to discuss and share the local policy initiative
in Rupandehi on January 24, 2026.
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Ward Level Onentaton Program on VaWG

FWLD in collaboration with VIDEH Foundation conducted ward-level orientation program against VaWG
on January 21 in Mahadeva Rural Municipality, Saptari where the elected representatives, and relevant
officers of the Municipalities were oriented about the role of the Municipalities to address VaWG and to
provide victim-centric justice.

: . N t.
' e.} Q iy

A

Women Federation and Inter-party Women Network were oriented for Local Policy Advocacy against
VaWG on February 2, 2026 in Kanchan Rural Municipality, Shantinagar.
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Forum Theatre on GBV & Digital Vwolence

FWLD organized a Forum with a specific focus on digital were then enacted by the artists,
Theatre performance titled violence, emphasizing the need  creating a participatory learning
“Swotantra Paila (A Step of to break silence and challenge environment.

Freedom)” on in various dates harmful norms. Participants highlighted the

and venues in collaboration with  Each session was followed by importance of speaking out,
Malika Media. interactive dialogues where seeking police support, and

The performance aimed to students and community using existing legal remedies to
raise community awareness on members analyzed the issues ensure justice and safety.

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and proposed solutions, which

<+ January 4-5, 2026, Charbahini Chowk, Ranitalau, and Mangal Prasad Secondary School in Nepalgunj, Banke+

+ January 6-7, 2026, Tulsipur Sub-metropolitan City-5, Shree Madhyami Bidhyalaya, Rajhena,
and Ghorahi Sub-metropolitan City-15+

sy () S /OFKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY |
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+ January 8-9, 2026, Butwal Sub-Metropolitan City-9, Shree Shankernagar Durgadutta Sec School and Tilottama Municipality-1+

+ January 11-12, 2026, Shree Deepnarayan Adarsha Namuna Secondary School, Sakhuwa Prasauni Rural Municipality-2,
Sugauli Rural Municipality-2 (Beluwa Gaon); and Adalat Road, Birgunj Metropolitan City-13+

+ January 13-14, 2026, Buddhachowk (Hetauda Sub-Metropolitan City—4), Buspark (Hetauda Sub-Metropolitan City—10), and
Shree Amar Secondary School +

I 1/ORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY I () I
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+ January 15-16, 2026, Sahid Gate, Haramtari (Gorkha Municipality—8), Kokhe, Ahale (Gorkha Municipality-2), and Birenchowk
(Gorkha Municipality-10) +

+ January 17-18, 2026, Talbarahi Chowk, Lakeside (Pokhara Metropolitan City-6), Prithivi Chowk (Pokhara Metropolitan
City-9), and Shree Janapriya Secondary School, Simalchaur (Pokhara Metropolitan City-8) +

WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY I
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3 days Mult-Stakeholder Discusson Program
on Addressung SGBV through Victun-centric
Approach and SRHR

FWLD organized a 3 days
Multi-Stakeholder Discussion
Program on Addressing SGBV

+ January 12-14, 2026, Parsa +

representative from Narayani
Provincial Hospital (OCMC),
Advocate Sabin Shrestha

through Victim-centric Approach  delivered sessions for the

and SRHR. The participants
represented the Parsa District
Court, the One-stop Crisis
Management Center (OCMC),
District Government Attorney's
Office, District Police Office,
Legal Aid Committee, Stipend
lawvyers, law practitioners,
mediators, and judicial
committee participated in the
program.

The participants were engaged
in discussions through sessions
conducted by resource persons
such as Honourable Judge
Madhav Prasad Ghimire, District
attorney Mr. Manoj Prasad.
Gupta, Deputy Superintendent
of Police Mr. Raju Karki, Dr.
Surendra Pd. Chaudhary

participants.

The sessions highlighted the

following subjects:

- Conceptual understanding on
Sex, Gender, Sexuality

- Definition, types and legal
provisions on various SGBV

- Rights of victims of SGBY,

- Gender responsive and victim
centric investigation

- Judicial Perspectives on SGBV
cases

- Interim Relief and
Compensation to Victims

- Medical jurisprudence and
protection of evidence

The sessions were followed by a
mock trial in which participants

representing their respective
institutions, and role- played on
a hypothetical case of domestic
violence. Participants shared
that they were able to look at an
issue from victim's perspective
and could also reflect on
possible areas of improvement
to make the services Victim-
centric.

A special performance on
"Digital Violence named-
Swotantra Paila (A Step of
Freedom)" was also showcased
during the program. The drama
gave an insight towards the
current issues of digital violence
and traps victims get into.

The drama emphasizing the
importance of breaking silence,
seeking support from law
enforcement, and using legal
mechanisms to ensure justice,
safety, and dignity for survivors.
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F; o lakeawayon .
Bl  Community-Based Voter Education

Collaboration and Partnership Planmng Meeting
with CSOs for Voter Education

+ February 18, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD conducted a "“Collaboration and and others. Advocate Sabin Shrestha highlighted
Partmership Planning Meeting with CSOs for the program's objectives, detailing the modalities
Voter Education” at Kathmandu. The meeting for voter education and the sub-granting process
convened representatives from CSOs working to support community-level implementation.

with intersectional and marginalized groups, Mr. Santosh Poudel, Finance Manager at FWLD,
including women with disabilities, sexual and presented the essential financial guidelines and
gender minorities, Dalit women, rural women, requirements for sub-grantee CSOs. The program

indigenous women, people living with HIV/AIDS, was moderated by Ms. Didkiksa Singh.

Comumunty-based Voter Education at a Glance

76

Municipalities
covered

36

Districts

23

Partner
Organizations

Programs
concluded

Total
Participants

Community-
based Voter
Education
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« Kailali - 5

¢ Kanchanpur - 2
* Dadeldhura - 4
¢ Achham -1

Gorkha -1
Nawalpur - 2
Tanahun -1
Syangja - 1
Kaski - 1
Lamjung - 3

* Bhaktapur - 3

e Lalitpur -1

12 ¢ Sindhupalchowk - 3
¢ Kathmandu - 12

SUDUR-PASCHHIM
PROVINCE 12 . Kayrepalanchowk -1 T ——
KARNALI PROVINCE * Chitwan -5 fY llam-5
: ¢ i « Morang - 5
i+ Sunsari-1
9 ¢ Jhapa -2
GANDAKI PROVINCE .
.......................... 17 ;
LUMBINI PROVINCE :
i 25
® ' BAGMATI PROVINCE
i « Surkhet -6 : ¢ : :
P Dailekh - 3 i « Banke - 4 14 13
i » Dolpa-2 ; i « Kapilvastu-2 i MADHESH PROVINCE KOSHI PROVINCE
» Jajarkot -1 i « Bardiya- 3 :
i + Rupandehi -3
i+ Palpa-1
e Dang -3 *
e Gulmi-1 e Sarlahi -1
e Bara-5
¢ Rautahat - 4
¢ Mahottari - 1
e Parsa-3
Overview

FWLD, in collaboration with 23 Civil Society Organizations, conducted Community-Based Voter
Education programs ahead of the House of Representatives Election 2082, spanning all seven provinces
of Nepal, across 36 districts and 76 municipalities. The initiative was grounded in the recognition that
access to electoral information and meaningful democratic participation is not uniform across all
segments of society. It was designed with a strong emphasis on inclusivity and social equity, ensuring
that those who have historically faced structural, social, economic, and informational barriers to civic
participation were reached, informed, and empowered.

Who We Reached ® ® ”
m.’-ﬂ-
'l' '* (]
Male Female Sexual and Gender Minorities
21.70% 78.01% 0.29%
CASER & ELAMICITY  ovevevereeremsenssem e
. 9.65%
30.83% 26.84% 22.46% 10.41% 7.35% 2.11% |  pegonsuin
Brahmin/ Indienous Dalit Madhesi Muslim others Disabilities
Chhetri H
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Program Implementation by Civil Society Organizations

Partner Organization: Aawaaj

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 26 February 2026 at Birendranagar Municipality, Surkhet;

e On 27 February 2026 at Ward No. 8, Bhatteghari Tole, Birendranagar Municipality;
*  On 28 February 2026 at Panchapuri Municipality, Surkhet;

e On | March 2026 at Dullu Municipality—13, Dailekh;

e On 2 March 2026 at Lekbeshi Municipality—2, Surkhet.

Target Groups: Muslim women, Dalit Women, Single Women, Persons with disabilities, migrant
communities, and marginalized groups

Partner Organization: ABC Nepal

Date and Geographical Coverage:

e On 27 February 2026 at Biratnagar Metropolitan City—10, Bakhari;

*  On 28 February 2026 at Biratnagar Metropolitan City—11, Dhuduwa Tole and Marik Tole;

e On 1 March 2026 at Biratnagar Metropolitan City—12 and Barju Rural Municipality, Sunsari.
Target Groups: Women from Dalit, Madhesi and Musahar Communities

I /ORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY |
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Partner Organization: Community Action Centre-Nepal (CAC-Nepal)
Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 26 February 2026 at Madhyapur Thimi Municipality, Bhaktapur;
*  On 27 February 2026 at Tokha Municipality—6, Kathmandu;

e On 29 February 2026 at Banepa Municipality, Kavrepalanchok.

Target Groups: Sexual and Gender Minorities, Persons with Disabilities, Senior Citizens and
Marginalized Communities

Partner Organization: Centre for Women'’s Awareness and Development (CWAD)

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 25 February 2026 at Suryabinayak Municipality—6, Bhaktapur;

* On 27 February 2026 at Godawari Municipality—7 and 8, Kailalj;

* On 28 February 2026 at Dhangadhi Sub-Metropolitan City—8 and 9, Kailali.

Target Groups: women and girls from marginalized communities, First-time voters, single women, senior
citizens Dalit and indigenous communities

I ORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY | - | I
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Partner Organization: Dalit Women Network(DWN)

Date and Geographical Coverage:

e On 25 February 2026 at Mayadevi Rural Municipality—1, Kapilvastu;
* On 26 February 2026 at Kapilvastu Municipality—7, Kapilvastu;

e On 28 February 2026 at Kirtipur Municipality—6, Kathmandu.

Target Groups: Women from Dalit, Muslim and other marginalized communities

Partner Organization: Integrated Community Development Forum Nepal(ICDCF Nepal)
Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 25 February 2026 at Balephi Rural Municipality—6, Sindhupalchok;
*  On 26 February 2026 at Indrawati Rural Municipality—11, Sindhupalchok;

On 27 February 2026 at Chautara Sangachokgadhi Municipality—5, Sindhupalchok.

Target Groups: Single women, Dalit women,Indigenous women and other marginalized and
disadvantaged groups
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I 1% IR
Partmer Organization: Information and Human Rights Research Center (IHRC)
Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 24 February 2026 at Janaki Rural Municipality—2, Banke;

*  On 25 February 2026 at Badhaiyatal Rural Municipality—4, Bardiya;

¢ On 26 February 2026 at Badhaiyatal Rural Municipality—6 and Badhaiyatal Rural Municipality—4
(Butaha), Bardiya;

On 27 February 2026 at Nepalgunj Sub-Metropolitan City and Birta Village-21, Banke.

Target Croups: Women from Madhesi Communities, Muslim Communities and Tharu communities,
Senior citizens, marginalized Communities and First-time youth voters

s

Partmer Organization: Media Advocacy Group(MAG)

Date and Geographical Coverage:
*  On 26 February 2026 at Devghat Rural Municipality—5, Tanahun;

*  On 27 February 2026 at Bharatpur Metropolitan City—25 (Sukranagar) and Madi Municipality—4,
Chitwan;

*  On 28 February 2026 at Bharatpur Metropolitan City—19 (Shardanagar), Chitwan and Gaindakot
Municipality—8, Nawalpur.

Target Groups: Impoverished women, senior citizens, persons with disabilities, Dalit and Indigenous
Communities and First-time voters
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Partner Organization: Nepal Disabled Women Association (NDWA)
Date and Geographical Coverage:

e On 27 February 2026 at Bharatpur Metropolitan City—7, Chitwan; Gorkha Municipality—6, Gorkha;
and Ratnanagar Municipality, Chitwan;

e On 28 February 2026 at Budhanilkantha Municipality—8, Kathmandu and Krishnapur Municipality-2,
Kanchanpur.

Target Groups: Persons with Disabilities, Their Caregiveers and First time youth voters
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Partner Organization: National Federation of the Deaf Nepal

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 28 February 2026 at Kathmandu Metropolitan City—1, Naxal, Kathmandu.
Target Groups: Persons with Hearing Impairments
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Partmer Organization: The National Federation of Women Living with HIV and AIDS (NFWLHA)
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Date and Geographical Coverage:
* On 26 February 2026 at Gaur Municipality-5, Rautahat and Pokhara Metropolitan City-3, Kaskj;

* On 27 February 2026 at Biratnagar Metropolitan City—6, Morang and Kawasoti Municipality—10,
Nawalpur;

*  On | March 2026 at Resunga Municipality—2, Gulmi.

Target Groups: Women living with HIV and AIDS, Sexual and Gender Minorities, Dalit women, Muslim
women, and other underrepresented groups

Partmer Organization: NGO Federation Ilam

Date and Geographical Coverage:

¢ On 25 February 2026 at llam Municipality—6 and Sandakpur Rural Municipality—-3, llam;
*  On 27 February 2026 at Suryodaya Municipality—10, Ilam;

*  On 28 February 2026 at Deumai Municipality-3, llam;

* On | March 2026 at Maijogmai Rural Municipality—-5, llam.

Target Groups: Dalit women, Persons with Disabilities, First-time voters, and Indigenous women
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Partner Organization: New Friends Club

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 25 February 2026 at Pachrauta Municipality—1, Piparpati, Bara;

*  On 27 February 2026 at Karaiyamai Rural Municipality—4 (Nautan) and Ward No. 8 (Belahi), Bara;

* On 28 February 2026 at Devtal Rural Municipality—6 (Rauwahi) and Mahagadhimai Municipality—8
(Betauna), Bara.

Target Groups: Home-based workers representing Dalit, Muslim, Madhesi, and other marginalized
groups,

Partner Organization: Pahichhan Nepal

Date and Geographical Coverage:

¢ On 25 February 2026 at Gulariya Municipality, Bardiya and Dakshinkali Municipality—2, Kathmandu;

* On 26 February 2026 at Butwal Sub-Metropolitan City, Rupandehi and Malangwa Municipality,
Sarlahi;

*  On 28 February 2026 at Bheriganga Municipality, Surkhet.

Target Groups: single and marginalized women with disabilities, representing diverse disability groups
(visual, hearing, physical, intellectual, psychosocial, and multiple disabilities), along with their caregivers
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Partner Organization: Protection Nepal
Date and Geographical Coverage:
¢ On 26 February 2026 at Garuda Municipality—1, Rautahat;

e On 27 February 2026 at Kathariya Municipality—4, Rautahat and Paterwa Sugauli Rural
Municipality—4, Parsa;

*  On 28 February 2026 at Paterwa Sugauli Rural Municipality—2, Parsa and Garuda Municipality—2,
Rautahat.

Target Groups: women from Tharu, Madhesi, Muslim, Dalit, other marginalized Communities and First-
tfime voters

Partner Organization: Rise Up Foundation

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 27 February 2026 at Balkhu, Kathmandu Metropolitan City and Bannigadhi Jayagadh Rural
Municipality, Achham;

*  On 28 February 2026 at Waling Municipality—8, Syangja and Bagnasakali Rural Municipality-8,
Palpa.

Target Groups:women (including first-time and single women voters, persons with disabilities, landless
(Sukumbasi) populations, Dalit communities, and other socially and economically marginalized groups
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Partner Organization: SAATHI
Date and Geographical Coverage:

On 25 February 2026 at Jaispur—16, Nepalgunj Sub-Metropolitan City, Banke;

On 26 February 2026 at Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Lalitpur; Bhaktapur Municipality, Bhaktapur;
Kapilvastu Municipality, Kapilvastu; and Krishnapur Municipality, Kanchanpur.

Target Groups: Home-based workers from Dalit, Madhesi, Muslim, and other Marginalized Communities

Partner Organization: SWASA Nepal
Date and Geographical Coverage:

On 25 February 2026 at Budhanilkantha Municipality—10, Kathmandu;

On 26 February 2026 at Jaleshwar Municipality—2, Mahottari and Lamahi Municipality—5, Dang.
Target Groups: Sexual and Gender Minorities, Workers and Marginalized women
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Partmer Organization: Women Service Institute, Nepal

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 25 February 2026 at Ghorahi Sub-Metropolitan City—13, Dang;

* On 27 February 2026 at Rajpur Rural Municipality—3, Dang;

* On 28 February 2026 at Besisahar Municipality—11 and Besisahar Municipality—10, Lamjung;
*  On 2 March 2026 at Dordi Rural Municipality-9 (Hiletaksar), Lamjung.

Target Groups: Women and first-time voters from the Badi Community, Dalit Communities, Senior
Citizens and Persons with Disabilities

Partner Organization: Women Empowerment for Nation Building Center (WE for NBC)

Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 25 February 2026 at Tripurasundari Municipality—-1 (Tripurakot) and Thuli Bheri Municipality—1
(Dunai), Dolpa;

*  On 26 February 2026 at Nalgadh Municipality—1 (Dalli), Jajarkot;
e On 27-28 February 2026 at Gurans Rural Municipality—1 and Narayan Municipality—1, Dailekh.

Target Groups: Dalit Women, Senior Citizens, First-time voters and members from marginalized
communities
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Partmer Organization: Women Delivarance Society(WDS)
Date and Geographical Coverage:

On 25 February 2026 at Ajaymeru Rural Municipality—4 and Amargadhi Municipality—4, Dadeldhura;
*  On 27 February 2026 at Bhageshwor Rural Municipality—4, Dadeldhura;
*  On 28 February 2026 at Navadurga Rural Municipality—3, Dadeldhura.

Target Groups: Dalit Communities, Marginalized Croups and Senior Citizens

Partner Organization: Women Security Pressure Group(WSPG)
Date and Geographical Coverage:

*  On 23 February 2026 at Kathmandu Metropolitan City—7 (Chabahil), Kathmandu;
¢ On 26 February 2026 at Kathmandu Metropolitan City—30 (Maitidevi), Kathmandu;
*  On 27 February 2026 at Kathmandu Metropolitan City—6 (Boudha), Kathmandu.

Target Groups: women, senior citizens, first-time voters and other marginalized and vulnerable groups
including Pashmina Factory Women
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Partmer Organization: Youth in Federal Discourse (YFD)
Date and Geographical Coverage:
*  On 26 February 2026 at Butwal, Rupandehi and Birgunj Ward No. 4.

* On 27 February 2026 at Birendranagar Municipality—9, Parseni, Surkhet and Rajpur—13, Kailali,
Dhangadhi

¢ On 1 March 2026 at Syuchatar, Kathmandu

Target Groups: Dalit women, Madheshi women, Muslim women, first-time youth voters , senior citizen
women and Tharu community
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FWLD also conducted two programs on | March 2026 at Kanakail Municipality—4 and 5, Jhapa targeting
Muslim and Tharu Communities.
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Take away on

Election Observation of HoR 2026 from GEDSI Perspective ‘

Collaboration Meeting on GEDSI Observation of
Upcormung Election

+ January 7, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD organized a vibrant discussion with 20 civil
society representatives on observing the upcoming
election through a Gender, Disability, and Social
Inclusion (GEDSI) lens in Kathmandu. Representatives
from diverse sectors, including disability rights, child
rights, media, safe houses, marginalized communities,
grassroots women'’s empowerment, women's rights,
and the rights of people living with HIV, participated
and shared insights, and explored collaborative
pathways to reach the majority of districts and

the maximum number of electoral constituencies.
Senior Advocate Meera Dhungana highlighted the
objective of the program, while Advocate Sagar Pathak
presented the modality of election observation from a
GEDSI perspective. Advocate Smriti Moktan welcomed
the participants and moderated the program. The
meeting concluded with a shared commitment to work
together to ensure inclusive elections.

+ January 26, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD organized a meeting of the Election
Observation Coordination Center in Kathmandu.
FWLD, in collaboration with 14 other civil society
organizations (CSOs), is jointly observing

the upcoming House of Representatives
election from a GEDSI perspective. There are
15 organizations in the Coordination Center,
including FWLD. The member organizations
are Awaaj, Tewa, Sathi, Women for Human
Rights, Mitini Nepal, Community Development
Society, Centre for Women'’s Awareness and
Development, Women Disability Society, Nepal
Women Disability Association, Nepal Muslim
Women Welfare Society, SSAN, New Friends
Club, Women Security Pressure Group, and
Beautiful Nepal Association. Representatives
from the National Women Commission and

UN Women also participated in the meeting.
Advocate Seema Dhami presented the GEDSI
observation tools, and a discussion was
conducted on the observation tools.
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Traung for Election Observers from GEDSI Lens

FWLD conducted a
comprehensive training

for election observers for

the election of the House

of Representatives. The
observation will be carried

out from a GEDSI perspective,
with a strong focus on

inclusive, free, and fair electoral
processes. A total of 10 election
observers, ensuring meaningful
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intersectional representation
across gender, caste, and
ethnicity, participated in the
training. The session provided

a detailed orientation on the
election observation guidelines,
the election code of conduct,
and the ethical responsibilities
of observers. Observers were
also thoroughly trained on the
observation tools and the use of

the Kobo app for accurate, real-
time submission of observation
reports. The training aimed

to strengthen the capacity of
observers to effectively observe
the electoral process and
document key GEDSI related
issues, contributing to credible
and evidence-based election
observation.

Date : February 17, 2026
Venue : Kathmndu

No. of observers: 62

Date : February 19, 2026
Venue : Dhangadhi, Kailali

No. of observers: 25

T =TT
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' Date : February 21, 2026
Venue : Nepalgunj, Banke
No. of observers: 20
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ﬁ No. of observers: 31
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Date : February 25, 2026

Venue : Makwanpur,
Bagmati Province

No. of observers: 10

Date : February 27, 2026

Venue : Birathagar, Koshi
Province

No. of observers: 12
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Observaton of the House of
Representatives Elechon 2082

+ March 7, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD, in collaboration with 14 CSOs, conducted observation of the House of Representatives Election
2082 from a GEDSI (Gender Equality, Disability and Social Inclusion) perspective. The observation was
conducted by a total of 160 observers, including 106 females, 52 males, and 2 LGBTIQ. In terms of caste
and ethnicity, 91 were Brahmins, 42 Indigenous, 17 Dalits, and 5 Madhesis. Regarding age distribution,
99 observers were between 18—-49 years, while 3 were above 50 years. Additionally, 4 observers were
persons with disabilities. The Observation was conducted during the pre-election, election day, and
post-election periods across 24 districts in all 7 provinces, covering a total of 46 constituencies,55 Local
Levels and 156 voting centers to assess the inclusiveness, accessibility, and fairness of the electoral

process.
@ s -
® _ Total Number of
. L J observers
[ ] .
III ° 160
? Y 'I‘*
L J e
P
-“l
Male Female LGBTIQ
52 106 2
91 42 17 5
Caste & Ethnicit
v Brahmins Indienous Dalits Madhesis
99 3
Age Distribution
[18-49 years) [Above 50 years)
4
Persons with Disabilities
7 46 55 156
Area Covered
Provinces Constituencies Local Levels Voting Centers
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Press Meeting on the Prelinary Report of
Election Observaton

+ March 8, 2026, Kathmandu +
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FWLD, in collaboration with 14 parmer from a GEDSI lens, supported by photographs
organizations, organized a press meeting in collected by election observers from various
Kathmandu to share the preliminary report of locations. The preliminary findings of the

the observation of the House of Representatives observation were presented and discussed during
Election, 2082 from a Gender Equality, Disability, the event. In addition, observers shared their

and Social Inclusion (GEDSI) perspective. The experiences and reflections from the field with the
program highlighted several key observations participants.

+ March 20, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD along with 10 CSO election observer groups held a joint press conference in Kathmandu to
highlight their key observation findings of the 2026 election of House of Representatives. The program
was coordinated by the NGO Federation Nepal (NFN). Representatives of various CSO election
observer groups shared their observation experience during the event.
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‘PoIImg centres were
not inclusive’

Kathmandu, March 9

Rights activists who moni-
tored the House of Repre-
sentatives election held on
March 5 said that the poll-
ing centres were not gen-
der-friendly, disabili-
ty-friendly, or inclusive.
Waorst srill, some polling
officers held negative
views about women ac-
cusing the election moni-
tor of appeasing their for-
eign donors,

At the event where the
preliminary election ob-
serl\;ainion report \:Zs ;nadc
public—prepar y 15
different non-governmen-
tal organisations under
the leadership of the Fo-
rum for Women, Law and
Development (FWLD)—
participants said that
the government employ-
ees’ work at polling cen-
tres was not carried out
according to the guide-
lines prepared by the
Election Commission,
and that further analysis
of polling centres is

necessary.
FWLD Advocate Sagar

()l_ AT | ENGLISH BROADSHEET

counting process using

the gender equality and
Inclusion (GESI) ob-

servation method.

Pathak informed that
the report was prepared
through direct observa-
tion of 160 polling booths
in 24 districts across seven
provinces, He also said
that the observers re-
ceived approval from the
Election Commission late,
which left insufficient
time for preparation.
However, 160 observers
were trained and deployed
to polling centres in all
seven provinces.

FWLD Executive Direc-
tor and advocate Sabin
Shrestha said that polling
centres were not prepared
according to the guide-
lines issued by the Elec-
tion Commission,

He stated, “We did
not find polling stations
that met the minimum
standards. Since polling
centres themselves
lacked sufficient informa-
tion, it is necessary to
conduct detailed analysis
of polling centres in
the future.”

skingrepsdeRy com

THE RISING NEPAL

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Kathmandu, Mar. 8

'"Poll centres far
from gender-

disability-friendly'

The preliminary observation
report was prepared by 15
different non-governmental

The preliminary observation report
indicated that much improvement is
needed in making the election process
gender- and disability-friendly and
Inclusive, although the 2082 House of
Representatives elections were held
peacefully and fairly.

The preliminary observation report
was prepared by 15 different non-gov-
ernmental organizations under the
leadership of the Forum for Women, Law
and Development (FWLD). Ata discussion
programme, it was stated that the work
had not been carried out acecording to
the guidelines prepared by the Election
Commission of Nepal, and thatan analysis
of polling stations is necessary.

During a media discussion on the
preliminary  election  observation
report from a gender, disability, and
inclusiveness perspective of the 2082
House of Representatives election,
FWLD advoeate Sagar Pathak presented
the report.

He said, “The report was prepared

organizations under the
leadership of the Forum
for Women, Law and
Development (FWLD). At
a discussion programme,
it was stated that the work
had not been carried out
according to the guidelines
prepared by the Election
Commission of Nepal, and
that an analysis of polling
stations is necessary.

the FWLD, said that the polling stations
were not prepared according to the
guidelines set by the Election Commis-
sion. He said, “No polling stations were
found to meet the minimum standards.
Since the polling stations themselves
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Take away on
Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

Discussion Program on Enactent of Local Safe
Motherhood and Reproductve Health Rights Act

<+ January 13, 2026, Kailari Rural Municipality, Kailali +
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Officer Mr. Khagendra Raj Joshi, ward officials
and representatives from various sections of
rural municipality with Advocate Deepesh
Shrestha highlighting how this local law will
legally empower women and their reproductive

A discussion program regarding the enactment
of Local Safe Motherhood and Reproductive - .
Health Rights Act of Kailari Rural Municipality health rights. As the Act enters its final stage
was conducted. Chaired by Mr. Raj Sarnjh of ‘11'r.1plementatlon, the Rural Mummpallty also
Chaudhary, Chair of Kailari Rural Municipality, the fehcl'tated.FWLD'for the technical support
meeting saw participation of the Vice-Chair Ms. provided in drafting the Act. The program was

Bhagwati Kumari Chaudhary, Chief Administrative moderated by Advocate Bal Bahadur Kunwar.

+ January 14, 2026, Dipayal Silgadhi Municipality, Dipayal +

A discussion program with Dipayal Silgadhi Municipality on
the need of local safe motherhood and reproductive health
rights law was conducted. Advocate Deepesh Shrestha
presented the legal frameworks regarding the sexual and
reproductive health rights and the importance of local law

to further implement the safe motherhood and reproductive
health rights of women. The ward chairpersons, members of
the Executive Committee and Judicial Committee, along with
the representatives from health, law and women and children
section of the municipality participated in the discussion
meeting. The municipality also committed to initiate the local
law to address safe motherhood and reproductive health

of women. The meeting also requested FWLD to provide
technical support in drafting and operationalizing these legal
frameworks.
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+ January 16, 2026, Sanfebagar Municipality, Achham +
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A discussion program with
Sanfebagar Municipality on the
need of local safe motherhood
and reproductive health

rights law was conducted.

The program was chaired

by Mr. Rajendra Bahadur
Kunwar, Mayor of Sanfebagar
Municipality. Advocate Deepesh
Shrestha presented the legal
frameworks regarding the
sexual and reproductive health
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rights and the importance of
local law to further implement
the safe motherhood and
reproductive health rights of
women. The Deputy Mayor,
ward chairpersons, members of
the Executive Committee and
Judicial Committee, along with
the representatives from health,
law and women and children
section of the municipality
participated in the discussion

meeting. The municipality also
commiitted to initiate the local
law to address safe motherhood
and reproductive health of
women. The meeting also
requested FWLD to provide
technical support in drafting
and operationalizing these legal
frameworks. The program was
moderated by Advocate Bal
Bahadur Kunwar.
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Reproductive Health Rights Working Group
(RHRWG) Meeting

Date : January 2, 2026
Venue : Kathmndu
Agenda

¢ Analyzing unmet Family Planning needs
and accessibility challenges in Nepal

»  Presentation by Dr. Dirga Raj Shrestha
on Family Planning program, progress,
challenges and issues in Nepal

Date : January 30, 2026
Venue : Kathmndu
Agenda

* Reviewing the draft and advocacy Paper
on Family Planning

* Analyzing SRHR inside major political
party manifestos

Date : February 26, 2026
Venue : Kathmndu

Agenda

* Strategizing the aftermath of Nepal's UPR
4th Cycle

*  Briefing on SRHR mandates by Advocate
Deepesh Shrestha

Date : March 23, 2026
Venue : Kathmndu
Agenda

« Discussion on strategies to make RH
service disability-friendly

*  Presentation by Ms. Meena Poudel (Chair
of NDWA) on Proposed Amendment to
SMRHR Act, 2018
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Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights n
Poutical Parties' Election Manfestos

+ January 28, 2026, Kathmandu +

Forum for Women, Law and Development (FWLD) and the Center for Reproductive Rights
(CRR) submitted an advocacy letter to the major political parties including the Nepal
Communist Party (UML), Nepali Congress, Nepal Communist Party, Rastriya Prajatantra

Party, Janata Samajbadi Party and Rastriya Swatantra Party at their respective offices. The
advocacy letter was submitted in the context of the House of Representatives elections, which
was scheduled on March 5, 2026, with the objective of urging the political parties to include
essential reproductive health service issues in their election manifestos.

Expectations and Commitments in the Manifestos Prepared by Political Parties

a) Commitment to include the need for necessary amendments and reforms in the laws
related to sexual and reproductive health, particularly those related to abortion.

b) Commitment to ensure that all reproductive health services, particularly family planning
and abortion services, are accessible, affordable, and of high quality.

c) Commitment to the effective implementation of Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE)
to ensure the sexual and reproductive health rights of adolescents.

d) Commitment to making maternity and safe motherhood services accessible, affordable,
and of high quality at the local level.
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Demand to ensure sexual and reproductive
health rights in election manifestos

Himalayan News Service

.......................................................

Kathmandu, January 28

The Forum for Women, Law
and Development (FWLD)
and the Centre for Reproduc-
tive Rights (CRR) visited the
central offices of major politi-
cal parties, including the
CPN-UML, Nepali Congress,
Nepali Communist Party, Ra-
striya Prajatantra Party, Jana-
ta Samajwadi Party-Nepal,
and Rastriya Swatantra Party,

and handed over the advoca-
cy letters to the top leader-
ship of the parties, urging
them to make clear commit-
ments regarding reproduc-
tive health services.

The advocacy letter de-
manded that the political
parties make a clear commit-
ment in their election mani-
festo to ensure sexual and re-
productive health rights of

. women, adolescent girls, and

all citizens in practice, in ac-

cordance with constitution.
The letter urged the politi-
cal parties to clearly state in
their manifestos their com-
mitment to timely revision
and reform of existing laws
related to abortion, arguing
that such a revision could fa-
cilitate women's access to
safe and legal abortion ser-
vices. The rights bodies also
demanded policies in mani-
festos to ensure that all re-
productive health services.
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Onentaton Program for Youth Fellows: Charmapioning
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

+ February 3-4, 2026, Kathmandu +

Orientation Program for
b @ Youth Fellows
i

Championing Sexual and

& " Reproductive Health and Rights
—. Febiruary 34, 2025
m agarlun Resat -Xathmand
; LA
eamn (22)FWLD
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An orientation program to empower youth and Ms. Durga Sapkota led sessions on safe
fellows as champions of SRHR was conducted. abortion and the prevention of obstetric violence,
The program provided a comprehensive dive respectively. Additionally, Advocate Deepesh

into various SRHR components, led by legal and Shrestha provided clarity on the evolving area of
reproductive health experts. Advocate Sabin assisted reproduction. These sessions prepared a
Shrestha oriented the group on the rights-based new generation of advocates to champion SRHR

approach to SRHR, while Ms. Madhabi Bajracharya from a rights-based approach.

Communuity Discussion and Awareness Program on
SRHR by Youth Fellows

Date : March 14, 2026
Venue : Panauti-7, Kavre

( Title : Let's Open Up and Talk about
SRHR

SRHR Fellow: Mr. Rajish Bhuju

Date : March 14, 2026
Venue : Bayarghari, Syangja
Title : Justice in Childbirth: Addressing

Obstetric Violence and Ensuring
Maternal Dignity

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Sunurti Adhikari
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Date : March 17, 2026
Venue : Janaki Rural Municipality-1, Banke

Title : Empowerment Program on Legal
Frameworks regarding Safe
Abortion in Nepal for Youths and
Rural Women

SRHR Fellow: Mr. Mahmud Raja Rai

Date : March 19, 2026

Venue : Creenfield National College,
Kathmandu

Title : Your Body, Your Choice, Your
Rights

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Jyoti Rayamajhi

Date : March 19, 2026
Venue : Kathmandu

< Title : Sexual and Reproductive Health
Rights in Nepal

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Pratha Dhamala

Date : March 20, 2026

Venue : Kathmandu

Title : Sexual and Reproductive Health
e Rights in Nepal

Jﬁﬂﬁﬁgwmﬁzﬂ ootz | %) | SRHR Fellow: Mr. Nirajan Bohora

()P

kg b ot e shon ity

Date : March 21, 2026
Venue : Kathmandu

Title : Youth Discussion Program
on Sexual and Reproductive

| £ yourh miscussion oM sexuaL a0 [

e e | : Health Rights and Services in
i e Emergencies
Fm R | |
| | SRHR Fellow: Mr. Prakash Shahi
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Date : March 21, 2026

Venue : Bayarghari, Syangja

Title : Respectful Maternity Care: From
Policy to Practice

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Dikshika Gajmer

Date : March 21, 2026

Venue : Birgunj, Parsa

Title : Voice of Rights

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Bhumika Sah

yowering Youth
hand Ri Date : March 22, 2026

Venue : Kathmandu

Title : Period Talk: Empowering Youth
for Menstrual Health and Rights

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Sunita Shrestha

Date : March 22, 2026
Venue : Kathmandu

Title : Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Mental Health

SRHR Fellow: Ms. Sarmila Gole

Date : March 28, 2026
Venue : Birgunj Metropolitan City, Parsa

Title : Informed Youth: Exploring
Reproductive Health and SRHR
Policies

SRHR Fellow: Mr. Angkrit Karna
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Discusson on Recormrmendatons Regardng SRHR to the
UPR under the 4th cycle of the UN Human Rights Councll

+ February 24, 2026, Kathmandu +

A discussion program conducted with media
personnel in Kathmandu on the important
recommendations made by various countries
regarding reproductive health rights based on
the report submitted by the Government of
Nepal in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
under the fourth cycle of the United Nations
Human Rights Council. The participants were the
media personnel representing various online,
print, and broadcasting media outlets, gathered
to discuss Nepal's human rights commitments.
The objective of this program was to inform the
media about the recommendations made to the
Government of Nepal regarding reproductive

health and to request the Government of Nepal
to adopt those recommendations. Advocate
Deepesh Shrestha presented on the UPR Process,
the specific recommendations on SRHR received
during Nepal's recent 4th cycle review and

the information about the report submitted

by CRR and FWLD on behalf of civil society.

The discussion program was moderated and
facilitated by Advocate Nabin Kumar Shrestha,
while Advocate Roshana Pradhan highlighted the
purpose of the program, focusing on the media's
vital role in advocating for sexual and reproductive
health rights and services.

HONE

W AR dmied. oW 30/ 3mE. WERAEH AN FEWET  OWes aee  Bwe e ﬂ'u

UPR J&Td HRITG3H I U514 HASREGH e IRBRU
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Program on Imtal Dratft of Fact Funding Study
on the Violence and Rights Vwolatons faced by
Woren during the Maternal Cycle

+ February 24, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD conducted a discussion program bringing
together the medical personnel, government
officials, and human rights advocates to discuss
on the initial draft of a fact finding study on

the violence and rights violations faced by
women during the maternal cycle in Nepal. The
participants of the discussion meeting were the
medical personnel from hospitals, representatives
from Ministry of Women, Children and Senior
Citizen, National Women Commission, Health
Section of Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Family
Welfare Division, lawyers, CSOs, RHRWG
members and research institutions. Advocate
Prabhakar Shrestha presented the initial findings
of the study, which was followed by a discussion
where the participants provided their feedback.
The program was moderated by Advocate Binu
Lama.
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Interactive Discusswon Program on Reproductive
Health Ryghts and Access for People of Disability

+ March 16-17, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD, Ipas Nepal and NDWA conducted a 2 days
Interactive discussion program on Reproductive
health Rights and Access for people of Disability”
in Kathmandu. The interactive discussion program
convened representatives from CSOs of Kathmandu
and different district's working with disabilities.

The program provided extensive discussion on

the reproductive health rights and legal framework
of persons with disabilities, as well as advocacy

for making disability-friendly reproductive health
services quality, accessible, and universally available.

Sessions led by a team of expert resource persons,
including Dr. Deeb Dangol Shrestha of Ipas, Ms. Sipra
Joshi, Ms. Khushi Adhikari, Ms. Khusbu Poudel of Ipas
Nepal, Ms.Mina Poudel and RHRWG focal person
Advocate Nabin Kumar Shrestha. The main topics
covered are as follows:

»  Component of Sexual and Reproductive Health
Rights
* Legal Provision of Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

*  Climate and Disability Justice

» Disability Friendly Service

*  Guideline of Disability-friendly reproductive health

The highlight of the training was a VCAT on the necessity of safe abortion services and the potential
impact of lack of accessibility of safe abortion services.

The program created an environment for advocacy to make reproductive health services disability-
friendly by providing information about disability-friendly reproductive health rights and services.
Together, they left with renewed commitment and strengthened skills to ensure justice and dignity for
disability person. The training was successfully coordinated and facilitated by Advocate Nabin Kumar
Shrestha.
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Vahdatton Workshop on the Fact-Fuinding Study

+ March 31, 2026, Kathmandu +

FWLD organized Validation Workshop on the Fact-
Finding Study on Abuse, Violence, and Violations
of Rights Experienced by Women during
Pregnancy, Childbirth, and the Postpartum Period
in Nepal.

The workshop brought together over 35
representatives from government bodies,

health institutions, the National Human Rights
Commission, legal professionals, and civil society
organizations working on Gender-Based Violence

I /ORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY |

and SRHR. The objective was to share preliminary
findings and gather critical insights to strengthen
the report.

Advocate Sabin Shrestha, Executive Director,
welcomed participants and highlighted the
purpose of the study, and Advocate Binu Lama
presented the key findings of the Study. Ms. Kiran
Kunwar moderated the sessions, and Ms. Sunita
K.C supported with coordination.
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Take away on
CHILD RIGHTS

Techmcal Support to Local Governments for the
Adopton of Local Laws on Child Rights

+ January 7, 2026, Devtal Rural Municipality, Bara +
FUTADIORYI O Jenresss === i

y e wﬂ?"‘f&: &1,
h i wmewE S
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Devtal Rural Municipality has adopted Local Child  Devtal RM during his deliberation of vote of

Right Committee (Formation and Operation) thanks expressed his gratefulness to FWLD and
Procedure, 2082 with the support of New Friends New Friends Club, Bara for supporting in the
Club, Bara and FWLD. A grand ceremony on the process to establish local child rights committee
publicize of the Procedure and felicitation was in the RM and technical input for the development
held in Devtal RM. The program was organized and endorsement of the Procedure. He also

by Devtal RM in collaboration with New Friends honored FWLD with token of appreciation for the
Club, Bara and FWLD. In the event, there was remarkable contribution to endorse the Procedure
participation of 25 individuals including Devtal in the Rural Municipality. Mr. Sabin Shrestha,

RM Chair-person, Vice-chairperson, Chief Executive Director of FWLD congratulated Devtal
Administrative Officer, Ward Chairpersons, RM for the adoption of the Procedure and also
department heads and other concerned requested to implement it effectively in days to
stakeholders. Mr. Uday Prasad Yadav, chair of come.

+ January 22, 2026, 0msatiya Rural Municipality, Rupendehi +

Omesatiya Rural Municipality, Rupendehi in collaboration with FWLD
and CIN, organised a public dissemination and felicitation event

of the “Child Rights Protection Procedure, 2082” adopted by the
Rural Municipality. The program was chaired by Mr. Manjit Kumar
chairperson of the Rural Municipality. Chair-person and Mr. Krishna
Prasad Panthi, Chief Administrative Officer of the Rural Municipality
acknowledged the support made by FWLD and CIN during the
process of development of the Procedure with the Acknowledgement
letter, and shared that they are looking forward to the continous
support from FWLD and CIN. Chief administrative officer of Rural
Municipality also shared their commitment to the implementation of
the procedure and allocate resources in the next budget dedicated
to the procedure. Advocate Sabin Shrestha (Executive Director,
FWLD) and Ms. Pratima Panthi (Program Director, CIN) briefly
highlighted the importance of the Procedure and congratulated the
municipality for the adoption of the Procedure.
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Take away on

Universal Periodic Review ¢

Reswdential Workshop on UPR 4th Cycle
Recormrendatons for Nepal

+ March 20-21, 2026, Kathmandu +

A residential workshop was
successfully conducted

in Kathmandu, with the
participation of 25 media
professionals representing
diverse media outlets across
Nepal.

The workshop aimed to deepen
understanding of the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) process,
its significance for the country,
and the key recommendations
received during Nepal'’s 4th
Cycle, particularly focusing on

Legal Identity, Gender-Based
Violence, and Sexual and
Reproductive Health Rights.

The discussions also
emphasized the way forward,
as the Government of Nepal
prepares to submit its

final responses to the UPR
recommendations ahead of
the upcoming plenary session
in June/July 2026. Importantly,
the role of media in shaping
informed public discourse and
supporting accountability in the

UPR process was highlighted
throughout the sessions.

The sessions were facilitated
by Senior Advocate Meera
Dhungana, Advocate Binu
Lama, and Advocate Rojina
Shrestha, who provided insights
on the thematic areas and

UPR mechanisms. Mr. Binod
Chandra Devkota welcomed the
participants and highlighted the
program's objectives, and Ms.
Kiran Kunwar moderated the
sessions.
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% %FWLD Take away on
o 9*:‘;"“ Supplementary Activities

Reswdennal Strategic Workshop

+ March 24-21, 2026, Pokhara +

FWLD conducted a residential strategic workshop  track the impact of FWLD, Mr. Santosh Chaudhary

in Pokhara. Bringing together the staff and board presented on the annual report, while Advocate
members, the workshop served as a platform Smriti Moktan and Ms. Didkiksa Singh led a

for internal reflection and strategy planning. discussion on FWLD's recent work on election
The workshop featured a series of session that observation and voter education which was
focused on key legal issues and FWLD’s progress.  followed by a discussion. Discussion on these
Advocate Deepesh Shrestha led a discussion on key topics allowed the team to develop a clear
obstetric violence and the need for better laws strategy for increasing the results in future.

regarding assisted reproduction in Nepal. To
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'Child marriage

violates girl's rights’

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Kathmandu, Mar. 11

Global child rights leaders and representa-
tives of Nepal government emphasized that
child marriage should be treated as criminal
justice issue rather than a cultural tradition
at the United Nations Commission of the
70th session of the Commission of the Status
of Women (CSW) held on March 10 in New
York.

Speaking during the high-level week of
the annual UN Commission on the Status
of Women, participants, including minis-
ters, senior UN officials, jurists, civil society
leaders and advocates urged member states
to establish The World Day for the Elimina-
tion of Child Marriage arguing it would ele-
vate the issues as a global enforcement and
accountability priority.

Addressing at the 70th session of the CSW
session, Shradha Shrestha, Minister of
‘Women, Children and Senior Citizens, said,
“Child marriage is not only a harmful tradi-
tion, it is a violation of a girl’s fundamental
rights and a barrier to Nepal’s future.”

“Nepal has reduced child marriage
from 55 per cent to 35 per cent over the past
decades, but progress remains insufficient
when one in three girls is still married
before turning 18. With only a few years left
to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals, Nepal is accelerating nationwide
action from awareness campaigns in all 753
local levels to stronger legal enforcement
and survivor-cantered support systems," she
further said. "World Day for the Elimination
of Child Marriage by UN is an urgent need
of the hour. Every girl in Nepal deserves the
right to education, safety and the freedom to
choose her future.”

Minister Shrestha said that although
many legal provisions have been made
in Nepal to protect the rights of women
and girls, there is still a need to effectively
e s i £ : 5

enforcement driven approaches: “In less
than a year, our partner network has helped
stop or prevent nearly 500,000 child mar-
riages in India.”

From April 2023 to February 2026, Just
Rights for Children (JRC) said its partners
in India rescued more than 135,000 chil-
dren from trafficking and forced labour and
connected more than 2 million vulnerable
families to government social protection
programmes. With the support of the State
of Youth platform, initiated by Kids Rights,
the message to end child marriage has now
reached nearly 100 counties including Nepal.

He added, the World Day for the Elimina-
tion of Child Marriage would focus the world
on enforcing the laws that already exist and
on holding institutions accountable.

Addressing the summit, Fatima Maada
Bio, the First Lady of Sierra Leone stated,
“Child marriage is not culture. It is not tradi-
tion. It is rape. When political will meets the
rule of law, change happens.” Sierra Leone
has one of Africa’s strictest laws against
child marriage with penalties of up to 15
years’ imprisonment for those participating
in or attending underage marriages.

Atapanel discussion organised by Beyond
Beijing Committee Chairperson Krishna
‘Waiba, Sabin Shrestha, Executive Director
and Advocate of the Forum for Women, Law
and Development (FWLD), informed that
the organisation has been running legal aid
programmes to enhance reproductive health
rights and access to justice for women and
girls with disabilities.

He also pointed out the need for disabili-
ty-friendly and accessible judicial guidelines
to ensure equal access to justice.

An estimated 12 million girls are married
before the age of 18 each year worldwide,
according to UN agencies.

Recently, JRC Nepal in collaboration with
National Child Right Council (NCRC) con-
cluded the child marriage-free Nepal 100
Days National Campaign (2082) showcasing
achievements, lessons learned and future
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‘N@isability—friendly, accessible judicial
guidelines to ensure equal access to justice’

Himalayan News Service cusingonwomen andgirds'ac- ment (FWLD) Sabin Shrestha On the occasion, Advocate
Kathmandu March 11 cesstojustice aswell assexnal  shared that IWLD has been  Ritu Thapa spoke on the
and reproduciive health held runninglegal aid programmes  issue of indigenous women's
Minister of Women. Children vesterday in New York, US,as 10 promote reproductive  access to justice, while Parvati
and Senior Citizens Shradha partof the 70th session of the  health rights and improve ac-  Sunam presented a ‘Call for
Shrestha stated at an interna- Commission on the Status of  cess to justice for womenand  Acdon.”
tional gathering in NewYork. Women (CSW). gids with disabilities. The event was attended by
United States that although She said that special atten- He also highlightedtheneed  Secretary of the Ministry of
Nepal hasinwroduced manyle- tonmustbe ghvento therights  for disabiliry-friendly and ac- Women, Children and Senior
gal provisions to protect the andaccess of womenandgirls cessible judicial guidelines to  Citizens Radhika Aryal; Joint
rghts of women and girls, fur-  with disabilities and those ensureequialzccesstojustice.  Secretary Abha Shrestha and
ther effort is still requiredtoef-  from marginalised communi- - The programme was chaired  other participants. Permanent
fectively implement those pro-  des during implementaton. by the Chair of Beyond Beijing Representative of Nepal 1o the
visionsin pramce. Dunngt.hepaneld:scussmn Commitiee lf.nshna Kumari UN I.ek Ha.hadur Thapa was
he snakea rha chief suest Execurive Dirac Forun Yaih d_run T hy hs al - mes
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Spealing ac the chief puest, Miniccer Shrestha further said that although Nepal has
intreducad several Jegzl provisions to protect the nights of women and girls, greater efforts
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