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Citizenship Rights (CSNCR)
Shadow Report Preparation
Committee

Provincial Network on
Citizenship Rights
Reproductive Health Right
Working Group (RHRWG)
National Network for Beijing
Review Nepal (NNBN)
CEDAW Concluding
Observations Implementation
Follow Up Group

Women Friendly Disaster
Management (WFDM)
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Time

400 PM - 5:00 PM

The event will ba LIVE an —

@El’]l]fil‘”)‘.r\l}?'ﬂ?‘ ‘j‘ }FWLD 3 weeks ago- 67.3K views

éfﬂ“i% Celebrating 4#th Anniversary of CEDAW
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Dialogue on Dismantling Gender
Stereotypes and Anticipated
CEDAW General Recommendation
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M5. BANDANA RANA ADV. ROS
b B Fa

Date : December 18 2023 - Monday | Time : 2:30 M. - 3:30 B M

a The event will be LIVE on https:iiwww facsbosk coemfuld,org
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Farum for Wiseman, Law and Developmunt [FWLD)
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Sirject: Collpbomtinn dochion,

| would FRe 1o Infarm you et Natons! Hman fsghts Commession, Nepal [WHRC. Negal] Collaboration and
Coardination Comm:tee s dicidsd 1o have & collaboration with Fossm e Weman, Law and Desvlopiment
[FWLE]. According o the propasd suhmined by FUWLD fo the NHRC, lvpal. 1t e been decided ta eollibar stlitea
20 montianed i the detais.
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soemphaints with the NHARC and acoerung uatice

Your bottor of Interest gof aposaciatid by Colssaration Commilte of the ML Sepal dus 1o whoch wh Mo
ready o b with FWLO. Thin will being = paste chasa I both of our goals;
i hapn collaharation will i os 1o 3 ieat sueznis. Wee look fonward 1o widkng with PWDL

Thibrk you very math]

aondra ahadur Singh
Hieersan fughts OFeor
Coltzborntinn and Canrdination Commithes

L antoa-t-Guteets, T A, sotdo-t-ueratel MAR iey, T, Ao
Phyne + 51T L SONCO1S. Foe 07T 18547973, GP.O. Dur GINY, Kaduninas, Mepal

1¥.9¢ AhAdThl HATZE

TfeeT I T faehTe Horet AT ST TSHT FFI=T TEhT ShTH, ShTIshH, STNTAT, ST It arrdent
T\ TenTehT HEATT YATHEESTE Ted T(TSITEEehT hal ThaTdTehT helTe® &l THTAST MU S |

Pari Tamang's success Empowering Individuals Despite Being
story to obtain Stateless through Legal Intervention

citizenshi p Eertiﬁ C ate '5. DUBE, a talented wrestler arthe national level, was chosen to represent Nepal in
an international competition. However, her dreams were shattered when she was

denied travel documents due to the unavailability of a citizenship certificate. The

Pari Tamang, daughter of Sita Tamang process of obtaining her citizenship certificate was stuck at the Ministry of Home
had spent couple of years navigating the Affairs, and she was informed that it would take a considerable amount of time.

This meant that she was on the verge of losing the golden opportunity to represent
her country on an intemartional platform. FWLD provided legal support to her to
file & writ petition to the Supreme Court demanding an interim order to grant travel

complexities of not having legal identity.
Despite being the daughter of Nepali mother,

having birth registrtion, and recommendation documents, In response, the Court issued an interim order directing the relevant
from ward office, her application was rejected by District authorities to provide her a passport a-nd teavel Ptfmit E_ﬂﬂhlln& her to travel
Administration Office, Nuwakot stating that there is no provision of getting overseas to participate in the inter despite her SW“

citizenship certificate through the mother's name. Facing uncertainties,
she came in contact with FWLD for legal assistance . A writ petition was filed
demanding the issuance of citizenship certificate to Pari in the name of her

mother. The High Court, Patan gave verdict in the favor of Pari, eventually she ’
received the citizenship certificate on 23rd November, 2023,

This verdict brought a feel of joy, relief, and profound sense of belonging in Pari.
The happiness of obtaining citizenship certificate was not just a legal formality
but it was also a celebration of identity, acceptance and the culmination of a ‘ ==
transformative journey. FWLD wishes for her bright future endeavor. ‘ <




Enabling People without Citizenship Certificate to
Exercise Economic and Social Rights

NIKKI KUMARI JHA, who was previously stateless, sought legal
assistance from FWLD and filed a writ in the Supreme Court. During the
initial hearing, the Court issued an interim order enabling
Nikki to exercise various economic and social rights,

such as enrolling in higher education, obtaining a SIM

card, opening a bank account, applying for employment

and competitive exams, acquiring a driving license,
purchasing vehicles, filing cases, registering a non-
governmental organization, obtaining a migration

cel cate, acquiring a PAN number, registering a

business, and other similar rights, even though she

did not possess a citizenship certificate. The

Court also ordered that she should not be

deprived of any of the mentioned rights

while during her stateless period.

Ultimately, Nikki was granted citizenship on

July 5, 2023, following a mandamus order issued
by the Supreme Court.
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FROM LOSS TO BELONGING:

Mamata's Journey to Citizenship and Acceptance

MAMATA PARIYAR, has never had the opportunity to sae her father,
and all she knows Is that his name |s Mathurs Porigar. Tragically,
she lost her mather, Geeta Pariyar, af the tender age of four.
Left with o vold that only a parents love can fill, Mamato
found soloce and care in the warm embrace of her aunt, who
happened to be her mother's sister As Mamata sought a
cltizenship certificate for a sance of balenging and identity,
she foced rejection. The authorities refused her request, citing
the foct that her father had possed oway long ogo without
holding citizenship at the time of his denth. Additionatly,
she had lost her methar The authorities infarmad har
that either o change In the law or a court declsion wera
for her to be gnized a3 @
cliizen thmugh hei mother. Consequently, with the egal
support provided by FWLD, she submitted o writ petition
to the Suprema Court on September & 2021

Finally, aftsr 2 years of legal battle, tha Suprema
Court, on Dctober 29, 2023, ot last rendered o
favorable decision in Momata’s faver, issuing the writ
and thereby granting her a citizenship certificote
through her mother's name

It was o momant of profound significance,
marking the culmination of a journsy of Mamata
that had storted with logs and longing ond
ended with the warmth of occeplance and
belonging.
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Success Story on Removing ' - <.
the Tag of Statelessness [ e - \

Asok Kumar Sahani, a boy struggled to get citizenship
despite of submitting required compilation of
documents like ather's citizenship (as per

naturalization), his mother’s death certificate as his
mather had not obtained citizenship, his siblings
citizenships by descent and relationship certificate
with his parents. District Administrative Office denied
o give citizenship certificate even after submitting
the recommendation letter from Bhadrapur nagarpalika
ward no. 5 along with supporting documents, quoting that Mr.

Sahani had failed to Submit both Father's and Mother's citizenship.

Then he approached Forum for Women, Law and Development (FWLD)'s legal
team seeking guidance and assistance in navigating the citizenship acquisition
process and by then he submitted a writ petition at High Court, Biratnagar
on 1Bth February, 2024 to issue order command note including mandamus,
whichever is needed on the name of opponents.

After thorough proceedings of Court. the court ordered to grant him citizenship
on 30th April, 2024 allowing him te enjoy all the rights and privileges of Nepali
citizenship.
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A case study of state
recognition success

Pragan Murmu lost his mother a few years ago.

His father was tock care of him and his siblings
‘when they were young. As he grew up he started

the process to acouire citizenship certificate. Despite
providing the necessary compilation of documents,
including recommendation letter from Bhadrapur
MNagarpalika ward no. 6, his mother's death certificate, his
elder sister's citizenship, and other y documents,
he got denied by the District Administrative Office, Jhapa
to grant a citizenship certificate, citing that Mr. Pragan has
not submitted his mother's(because she had not obtained
citizenshipl and father's original citizenship certificate.

He then approached the legal team of the Forum for
Women, Law and Development (FWLD) and with the
advice and help to cits ip certificate i

process he filed a writ petition at the High Court,
Biratnagar, ltam Bench on 18th February, 2024, claiming
that the CDO's decision was invalid through an order

of certiorari and requesting an order command note,
which included mandamus if necessary on behalf of the
opponents.

Following extensive legal proceedings, the court finally
gave decislon an 30th April. 2024, directing District
Administrative Office, Jhapa to grant him with citizenship
certificate

Securing Employment Rights via Interim
Order and Acquiring Citizenship under
Nepal's Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2079

ABINASH SHAH SWARNAKAR, a
Bachelor's degree holder, faced obstacle
applying for o vacancy at Nepal Bank
Limited due to lack of a citizenship
certificate He was denied citizenship

in the District Administration Office
because his father obtained citizenship
by birth and his mother gained
naturalized citizenship through marriage
With the support of FWLD, Abinash filed
a writ in the Supreme Court, seeking an
interim order to allow him to fill out

the form and participate as a candidate
in competitive employment exams. The
Supreme Court issued an order in his
favor. enabling him to avail the benefits
he sought. On June 29, 2 he finally
obtained his citizenship certificate under
the Nepal Citizenship [First Amendment]
Act, 2079,

Birth Registration Certificate:
Journey of Karan K.C.

Karan K.C, aged 2g years old lives with his single
mather, Ms. Ganga Bhandari, Karan and his mother
are unknown about his father's whereabouts,

He continued his studies till +2 with the help of
discharge paper, issued by maternity hospital at
the time of his birth. He was unable to continue

his study as he lacked legal identity documents.
He then applied for citizenship certificate. But the
District Administration Office, Dhading denied him
to issue citizenship certificate in the absence of
his birth registration certificate. Then he applied
for Birth Registration Certificate in Local Registrar
but he was again denied as he did not have any
documents that proved his father was a Nepali
Citizen.

With the support of FWLD, Karan filed a writ
petition in the Supreme Court on 15th December,
2023 to obtain the citizenship certificate. On 2z2nd
December, 2023, the Supreme Court issued an
Interim Order to Local Registrar, Dhunibeshi,
Metropolitan-8 to issue Karan the Birth Registration
Certificate stating his own mother as the informant, Fellowing the order, he finally
succeedad to get the Birth Registration Certificate on 1st January, 2024 and
citizenship certificate on January B, 2024
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Emﬁowering Stateless Individual
through Legal Intervention

' N, RAL the daughrer of an unmarried mother, faced a refusal from the authoriiies
when she sought citizenship through her mother She worked as a teacher ina
boardingschool near herrented residence, The schoolrequived herto provide s PAN
nymber for taeanon purposes and 3 bank accouns mumber for salary deposition
As she lacked a citizenship certificate, she faced the rigk of losing her job sinee she
couldn's fulfill these requirements. Secking legal assistance from FWLD, she filed a
writ peritian to the Supreme Court. demanding an interim order that would enable
her o open a bank account and cbtain a PAN number. The court, disregarding her
stareless status, granted the interim order. permiring her 1o open a bank accoumn
and abtain 3 PAN number, ‘

LEGAL VICTORY

High Court orders Birth Registration and
Citizenship in the name of Mother

b Mr. Rauniyar
1d Ootober

Citizenship Certificate

In 2017, SARU sought a

recommendation for citizenship

cerlificate to her 18-yeears-

old son SURAL However, the

ward office refused demanding

physical presence of his father,

who had abandoned them while

Saru was three months pregnant

with Suraj and never returned back.

With the legal assistance from FWLD, Suraj

wes able to obtain birth registration certificate in

201, but his application for citizenship certificate was
still denied by the Kathmandu District Administration
Office With the support of FWLD, Suraj filed & writ in the
Supreme Court, and on March 1, 2023, the Court issued

a final verdict te grant citizenship certificate to Suraj.
Despite the Court's decision, the LDO office resisted, and
after persistent efforts, Seru maneged to secure Surej's
citizenship certificate through her name on June 27, 2023,

Supreme Court Upholds
GENDER EQUAL
NATIONALITY RIGHT

Bindiya conceived CRISTINA from

the relationship with her boyfriend

before marriage but the relationship

id not lust long as that man tried

to kill her by setting her on fire using

kerosene when she was three months

pregnant. Bindiya raised her single-

handedly. When Cristina turned 18, she sought

a citizenship certificate through her mother's name, only to be denied by the

ward office. The denial wos bused on the absence of fathex This denial infringed

upon Cristina's right to citizenship under her mother's name and impeded

Bindiya's ability to pass on citizenship to her child independently. To rectify this

injustice, with the assistance of FWLD, she filed o case in Nepal's Supreme Court.

On August 8, 2023, the Supreme Court issued o mandamus order compelling the

relevant authorities fo issue Cristina's citizenship certificate with her mother's
name, thereby upholding equal nationality right.

Sreeja Bajracharya's Decade-Long Battle for Nationality Justice

SREEJA BAJRACHARYA, raiscd solcly by her mother NANTHERA BAJRACHARYA.

Despite i ial hardship d Srecja’s ed i ing as her
sole pillar of support. But when Sreeja sought her birth registration and later applicd
For citi hip, her father callously denied ber the necessary docamentation, Sreeja,

in her relentless pursuit of justice, fought a groeling ven-year legal bartle with the
unwavering support of FWLD, Finally, on March 1, 2023, the Supreme Court ruled in
her favor, granting her the long-awaited citzenship certficate under her mother's
As a result of the Supreme Court's decision, Sreeja obtained her citizenship
e an June 23, 2023, emerging victorious as a (estament w her indomiahle
spirit and unwavering determination,

A short and

BHARAT SINGH and CHETARA SINGH are brothers. Despite
both their mather and father being HIV positive, they got married
Bharat and Chetra were tested HIY negative, Their mother is still
on medication, while the father passed away a few years agoein an
accdent. Based on their birth certificates, Bharat has completed his +2,
while Chetara has completed his SEE.
To support their household financially, the brothers nesded to oblain
Permanent Account Numbers (PAN] and bank account, which required
ditizenship certificates. They initiated the citizenship process using
mather’s lineage citizenship and thair father's death certificate,
along with their ed tificates and ward ian,
by filling out form of the Schedule 1. Regardless of this, the District
Défice, Sunsari ref y tumed them away, gving
werbal response that they could ot be granted citizenship without their
father's citizenship certificate.

magical
journey of

Faced with the necessity of legal procedures to obfain citizenship
ertificate, they contacted the Forum for Women, Law and
Develapment [FWLDL As part of the legal process, a writ of mandamis
was filed in the Supreme Court against the District Administration
Offica, Sunsari, et. al. On 19th June, 2024, the Supreme Court issued
an intesim order in favor of petitioners directing the Internal
Revenue Office, Sunsari, to issue PAN, the Sanima Bank, Sunsari,

to open bank accounts and District Administration O ffice,

Sunsari to issue Ctizenship Certificates by descent in the name

of their mather. Subsequently, both brothers were provided with
«itizenship certificates on 3rd buly, 2024 by District Administration
aoffice; Sunsari as per the dedsion of Supreme ourt,
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SIMRAN and SAJAN were raised by their single mother, BIVIALA MANANDIIAR, Their father

pp when Bimzla with Sajan. claiming he was going towork our of the rown bat
never returned, Bimala faced numerous challenges in aksing hes children on her gwn, Unfortunasely,
when Simean and Sajan soughe ro obtaln thels chilzenship eares, they i 1 by 1l Chiel
Districr (HFicer (CD0) of B i, The reason given was hatthere was oo legal provision allowing

asinge mather to gran: citdzenship to her children in the absence of a father,

Determined w0 Fght for clizeaship of her children, Bunala soughe assistance from the Forum for
Women, Law and Development (FWLD)L With our support, the siblings were able wo register their
births and filed a case ar the Supreme Conn. After enduring a lengthy struyyde and legal barde,
the Supreme Conirt issued an order on March 1, 2023, Insiructig the relevant authority t grast
citizenship centificate te Simran and Sajan. However, the CD0 office remained reluciant to comply,
arguing rhat cirizenship could notbe graned withour 3 specific law despite the coun’s decision
FWLD launched medis campabim and other advecacies to shed I e plight of Stnran amd
Sajan. Their stories garnered significant attention in various media. Finally, after persistent effons
andl advocacy, the COO ofice relented and granced Simran and Sajan the citizenship certificarss on

Isha and Her Mother's
Journey to
Citizenship Certificate

ISHA retains a faint memory of her
father as someone who frequently
engaged In arguments with her mother.
On a freezing night, as usual, he got into
a heated argument with her mother
and eventually forced both Isha and her
mother thrown out of the house, She
remembers spending that chilly night
under apen sky with her mother. Subsequently, Isha's mather took her to
her matemal home. A week later, upon returning, they wera informed by
their rented room owner that her father had vacated the room, taking all his
belongings, and he never returned.

Isha was raised solely by her mother, and faced numerous challenges along
the way. |sha nurtured a dream of pursuing education abroad to bring
happiness to her mother's life. Howewver, this aspiration was shattered when
her hopes of obtaining citizenship denied by the concerned authority due
to the absence of her father. With the legal assistance of FWLD, Isha filed a
case in the High Court. On April 18, 2023, the High Court provided verdict
In her faver. After successful litigation, she finally secured her citizenship

37 Junc, 2022 certificate on August 14, 2023,
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»  UNFPA »  US Embassy

»  Australian Aid »  The Asia Foundation
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»  CAC Nepal »  |pas Nepal
»  Center for Reproductive Rights »  Frontline Women Fund

»  Equality Now
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a son after 34 years and they

4 non-person d due o back of

should be
celebrate the biith of a son in

wife comvicted for palygamy
with tho supgeTt of
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" Masmana Pariyar whse Fe:
ther and mother died when
she was & small child. said
thvat she was ralsed by her
aunt (mother's sister) but
when she appied for crizen-
ship, she was asked 10 -
duce the citizenship of fer
father. St gase her mothers
eitizenishiz and the citizen-
ship af her mathers father
Bom thint was Bot enough
for the District Adminite-
tion Office. Kaski o issue
her cidmnshin

After 2 fong sruggle she
ot the cirizenship last fune.
1 am very happy now 5 2
totally different feeling be-
eateae yesteniny | was ke o
non-persorn and mday, 1am
anteqaal ditieen.” she said.

Avinash Thapa who was
abandaned by his father
when he was just thiee-
manith-ald was 2gain shan-
duned by his moker when
bie vas o amall child Trery
Al T wesn io get hi it
2enship. DA afficers in
Kaathmandi 1ok fiim 1o poo-
duce his Futer’s citzenship.
He: said tha pain of no¢ hav
livg citizenship became ur
bearzble for bim when he
CouMl 108 reglster his mas
Tage ani birth of his son. |
wannit deseribe in s
hew hapgy | am after gz iy
citizenship 1t feely -
good when | compa

teser with (e pas nl-.. i |
wad no identity document
D uclides].

fubvorane Sushima Gastam
whi pluaded on his behali
At the caun: sald that =ach
tie e went 1 DAD Rath-
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iy seeking s citisen-
ship certificate, DAL officar
rnlrJ nfm thitif he knewwhn

s fathr was, be showk also
pradure his fthers. citizon-

fizims

Chait of LL-wuLmnu Com-
mittes if the Fiase of Repre-
sentatives |ayuntl Bl said
many oligible ciu,
had srill ot been able to gat
ehewr cicizenship,

Ward No- 11 Chair of Kath .
mamtis Metropalis Hirs Lal
Tandukar said o
recommended citizenship
far 560 penple wha had nat
been gening thelr cirizen-
ship.and aner his recom-
memhamu ey got their

concerned. nobody can be
et m i | thian ward

ks o Natlinal Weser)
Commission Korela Parajull

Sl FWLL il
role an bay framts -
mattecs and Yogal interven
tinty —anal it shookd cantin
o i .
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