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Sexual and Gender Based Violence
Take away on

WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY

Provincial Police Training on GBV Response

Date  :  January 9-11, 2024

Venue  :  Butwal

No. of Participants : 18 police officers from 12 districts of Lumbini Province

LUMBINI PROVINCE
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Date  :  February 21-23, 2024

Venue  :  Rajbiraj

No. of Participants : 25 police officers from 8 districts of Madhesh Province

MADHESH PROVINCE
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Consultation Meeting on Necessary Legal Reforms 
on Sexual and Gender Based Violence

FWLD with support from Equality Now 
organized a Consultation Meeting on 
Necessary Legal Reforms on Sexual 
and Gender based Violence on February 
16, 2024. The meeting had presence of 
honorable parliamentarians including 
Honorable Kiran Kumar Shah, Chairperson 
of the Women and Social Affairs Committee 
and other honorable members of the 
committee, Secretary of National Human 
Rights Commission, representatives from 
Supreme Court of Nepal, Kathmandu District 
Court, government attorney, Nepal Bar 
Association. The participants discussed on 
the time limitation of rape case, evolving age 
of capacity of consent, cyber sexual violence 
among others.
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National and Provincial Consultation Meeting on the 
formation of the "SGBV Policy Advocacy Network"

FWLD on 23 February 2024 organized a 
Consultation on the formation of the Sexual 
and Gender Based Violence Policy Advocacy 
Network. The meeting had presence of various 
CSOs working to address issues of SGBV. The 
meeting discussed on the objectives of the 
network along with composition and working 
modality. It was also discussed that FWLD will 
lead the network as Secretariat.

FWLD on 28 March 2024 organized a Provincial 
Consultation on the formation of the Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence Policy Advocacy Network 
in Dhanusha of Madhesh province. The meeting 
had presence of various CSOs working to address 
issues of SGBV in the province from Dhanusha, 
Mahottari, Sarlahi, Siraha, Saptari, Rautahat, 
Bara and Parsa. The meeting discussed on the 
objectives of the network along with composition 
and working modality.

FWLD on 31 March 2024 organized a Provincial 
Consultation on the formation of the Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence Policy Advocacy Network 
in Dang of Lumbini province. The meeting had 
presence of various CSOs working to address 
issues of SGBV in the province from Salyan, 
Pyuthan, Rolpa, Rukum East, Rupandehi, Dang, 
Bardiya. The meeting discussed on the objectives 
of the network along with composition and 
working modality.
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CEDAW
Take away on

Civil Society's Submission for "List of Issues" on 7th 
Periodic Report of Nepal

FWLD submitted Shadow Report 
on 7th Periodic Report of Nepal for 
89 Pre-sessional Working Group of 
CEDAW Committee. Civil society's 
submission has been prepared 
by CEDAW Shadow Report 
Preparation Committee, a coalition 
of 50 civil society organizations 
with FWLD as the Secretariat. 
This report includes information 
on the status of implementation 
of Concluding Observations of 
CEDAW Committee on the Sixth 
Periodic Report of Nepal and points 
out issues of attention in relation to 
Nepal's women’s right.

https://fwld.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Civil-Societys-Submission-for-List-of-Issues-on-7th-Periodic-Report-of-Nepal-1.pdf

Oral statement at UN CEDAW Committee 
Advocate Sabin Shrestha 
on behalf of FWLD and 
CEDAW Shadow Report 
Preparation Committee 
(SRPC) delivered an 
oral statement on 19th 
February, 2024 at the UN 
CEDAW Committee on 
89th Session of CEDAW 
Pre-Sessional Working 
Group regarding various 
issues such as equal 
citizenship rights and 
birth registration rights, 
sexual and reproductive 
health rights, child right, 
sexual and gender-based 
violence, GEDSI and 
disaster, implementation 

of Palermo Protocol and addressing anti-human trafficking, transitional justice and removal 
of time limitation of sexual violence, legal protection against discrimination and inclusive 
participation.
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Discussion on the “List of Issues” to Nepal  
by UN CEDAW Committee 

FWLD organized a discussion program on March 15, 2024 with honorable women members of 
parliament of National Assembly on nationality related “List of Issues” to Nepal provided by 89th Pre-
session working group of UN CEDAW Committee. Members of parliament expressed their commitment 
towards making their efforts for ensuring equal nationality rights. 
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Discussion on List of Issues issued by  
UN CEDAW Committee

FWLD conducted a "Discussion on List of 
Issues issued by UN CEDAW Committee and 
the Policy paper prepared by FWLD, on the 
rights of sex workers" on 25th March, 2024. The 
program was chaired by Senior Advocate Gita 
Aryal, President of FWLD and representatives 
from Office of Prime Ministers and Council 
of Ministers, Ministry of Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Supreme Court of Nepal, 
Office of Attorney General, National Human Rights 
Commission, National Women Commission, 
Women and Social Affairs Committee, House 
of Representatives, Kathmandu District Court, 

Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Nepal Police 
Headquarters, UN Women, CAC Nepal, JMMS, 
Swasa and various other governmental as well 
as non-governmental organizations. Advocate 
Nabin Shrestha welcomed the participants and 
highlighted the objective of the program whereas 
Rojina Shrestha and Advocate Sagar Pathak 
delivered the presentation in the program. The 
program was moderated by Rojina Shrestha. The 
Discussion was interactive and substantive point 
of issues have been raised on the subject matter 
of discussion.

FWLD conducted a "Discussion on List of 
Issues issued by UN CEDAW Committee 
and the Policy paper prepared by FWLD, 
on the rights of sex workers" on 31st March, 
2024. There were representatives of local 
level government, advocates, government 
attorneys, Nepal police, various community 
based organizations, journalists, psycho-social 
conunsellors, and others. Rojina Shrestha 
from FWLD delivered the presentation in 

the program. The program was moderated by advocate Nabin Kumar Shrestha. The discussion was 
interactive and substantive point of issues that were raised during the program.

KATHMANDU

BIRGUNJ
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Citizenship/Legal Identity
Take away on

On March 29, 2024, a training session for social 
mobilizers was held in Bidur, Nuwakot district. 
The primary aim of this training was to enhance 
the capacity of social mobilizers to carry out 
community outreach programs throughout the 
district, focusing on raising awareness among 

the general public regarding the significance and 
procedures for obtaining legal identity documents, 
particularly birth registration and citizenship 
certificates. The training sessions were led by 
Advocate Binu Lama, Mr. Binod Chandra Devkota, 
and Advocate Dev Raj Kandel.

Training of Social Mobilizers
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On March 31, 2024, FWLD organized two impactful 
awareness programs at Posta Bahadur Bogati 
Polytechnic Institute and Nuwakot Adarsh Multiple 
Campus in Bidur, Nuwakot districts. The aimed to 
engage, educate and empower students with vital 
knowledge on legal identity issues particularly 
in citizenship rights and birth registration. Topics 

covered included legal provisions an procedures 
for acquiring citizenship certificate and birth 
registration, and highlighting and overcoming 
associated challenges. Advocate Binu Lama and 
Mr. Binod Chandra Devkota led the sessions, 
engaging over 135 enthusiastic students.

Awareness Raising Programs in Nuwakot

World Conference on Statelessness

FWLD participated in the World 
Conference on Statelessness, 
held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, from February 26th 
to February 29th, 2024. During 
the Conference, FWLD took 
center stage with two compelling 
presentations in panel discussion 
sessions. The first, "Litigation for 
Gender Equal Nationality Laws," 
underscored our commitment to 
advocating for gender equality 
in nationality laws. The second, 
"Statelessness in South Asia," shed 
light on the critical issues faced 
in the Country. In addition, FWLD 
showcased a documentary on 
citizenship issues during the "Art 
and Culture" Program, amplifying 
voices and shedding light on the 
citizenship and statelessness. 
The platform contributed to the 
discourse on statelessness and 
advocating for meaning change.
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Child Rights
Take away on

Discussion program on "Civil Registration and  
Vital Statistics (CRVS)" 

FWLD conducted a discussion program 
on "Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(CRVS)" in the context of Gender, Disability 
and Social Inclusion on 2nd February 
2024 in Dipayal Silgadi Municipality, 
Doti in support of UN, EU and GON. The 
participants of the program were Deputy 
Mayor, Chief Administrative Officer and 
Ward Secretaries, representatives from 
women and children department of Dipayal 
Silgadi Municipallity, Doti, representatives 
from CSO, lawyers and representative 
from UNICEF. The objective of the program 
was to aware the wards of municipality on 
the importance of CRVS in the context of 
gender, disability and social inclusion. The 
purpose of the program was highlighted by 
Miss Rojina Shrestha. Advocate Deepesh 
Shrestha presented on the introduction 
of CRVS and focused on legal aspects of 
birth registration along with the roles of 
local government in course of registering 
the births. The program was moderated by 
Advocate Balbahadur Kunwar.

FWLD conducted a discussion program 
on "Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(CRVS)" in the context of gender, disability 
and social inclusion on 31st January 2024 in 
Badimalika Municipality, Bajura in support 
of UN, EU and GON. The participants of the 
program were Mayor, Chief Administrative 
Officer and Ward Secretaries, 
representatives from women and children 
department of Badimalika Municipallity, 
Bajura, lawyers and representative from 
UNICEF. The objective of the program 
was to aware the wards of municipality on 
the importance of CRVS in the context of 
gender, disability and social inclusion. The 
purpose of the program was highlighted by 
Miss Rojina Shrestha. Advocate Deepesh 
Shrestha presented on the introduction 
of CRVS and focused on legal aspects of 
birth registration along with the roles of 
local government in course of registering 
the births and program was moderated by 
Advocate Tularam Jaisi.
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Radio Program on Child Rights

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=s0NeDsMfmrE

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=weCzRaUnGIo

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m3xfI4_oFug

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Vt31ZCA8I80
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On 19th January, 2024 , FWLD, the 
secretariat of RHRWG coordinated 
the Reproductive Health Rights 
Working Group (RHRWG) meeting 
in Alfa House, Kathmandu.

The meeting was Chaired by 
Honorable Kamala Parajuli, 
Chairperson of National Women 
Commission (NWC), coordinator of 
RHRWG. Furthermore, Member of 
NWC Honorable Krishna Kumari 
Poudel Khatiwada, Honorable 
Bidhya Kumari Sinha, Honorable 
sabitra Kumari Sharma, Secretary 
Ms. Parbati Aryal and Mr. Dipak 
Gunj Dhoj Karki also attended as 
a Guest in the meeting along with 
other RHRWG members.

The meeting was primarily held 
to discuss about the status 
of amendment of SMRHR 
Act 2018, information about list of issues on SRHR submitted to the CEDAW Committee, advocacy 
and lobbying to ensuring RH services especially Safe Abortion Service in any circumstances and 
ensuring Reproductive Health Rights and Services during Disasters and Humanitarian Crises and new 
membership of RHRWG.

Advocate Nabin Kumar Shrestha from FWLD moderated and facilitated the discussion in the meeting.

One-to-One advocacy meeting 
was conducted in the National 
Women Commission (NWC) 
on 2nd February, 2024 with 
Honorable Chairperson, 
Secretary and Under Secretary. 
Discussions were made 
regarding the amendment 
bill of Safe Motherhood and 
Reproductive Health Right 
Act, 2075, availability and 
continuousness of Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Services 
during disasters and dignified 
Maternity Service.

RHRWG meeting

One-to-One advocacy meeting

Sexual & Reproductive Health Right
Take away on
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114th

International 
Women's

Day

F for Feminism
Disaster and Reproductive Health and Right

On the occasion of 114th 
International Women’s Day, 
an event “F for Feminism” 
with focus on Disaster and 
Reproductive Health and 
Rights was conducted on 7th 
March, 2024 at Tourism Board 
Hall, Kathmandu. The program was 
chaired by Senior Advocate Ms. 
Geeta Devi Aryal, Chairperson 
of FWLD. Honorable Jayanti 
Devi Rai, Chair of Legislation 
Management Committee, 
National Assembly and 
Honorable Kiran Kumar Sah, 
Chair of Women and Social 
Affairs Committee, House of 
Representatives were the special 
guest for the program. The event 
saw participation of parliamentarians 
from National Assembly and House of 
Representatives, lawyers, human right 
activists, law students, media personnel 
and representative of various CSOs. 
The program was filled with drama, live 
painting, rap song, poem, musical sessions 
and dance being within the context of 
disaster and reproductive health and rights. The 
program was moderated by Mr. Durga Raj Pandey.
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Human Trafficking
Take away on

Consultation Meeting on Domestication  
of Palermo Protocol

FWLD in collaboration with the Women and Social 
Affairs Committee, House of Representatives 
conducted a Consultation Meeting with the 
parliamentarians on 12-13 January, 2024 in 
Dhulikhel. The session was chaired by Hon’ble 
Kiran Kumar Sah, Chairperson of the Women 
and Social Affairs Committee, House of 
Representatives, and Indra Bilas Poudel, Secretary 
of Women and Social Affairs Committee, House 
of Representatives welcomed the participants. 
The session was graced with the presence of 
Hon’ble Bhanu Bhakta Joshi, Chiar-person of 
Health, Education and Information Technology 
Committee, Hon’ble Nagina Yadav, Hon’ble 
BIndabasini Kansakar, Hon’ble Shanti B.K. 
(Pariyar), Hon’ble Pratiksha Tiwari, Hon’ble Sita 
Kumari Rana, Hon’ble Rekha Yadav, Hon’ble 
Gyanu Basnet Subedi, Hon’ble Hit Bahadur 
Tamang, Hon’ble Binita Kumari Singh, Hon’ble 

Goma Labh (Sapkota), Hon’ble Amarawati 
Yadav, Hon’ble Bishnu Devi Sah, Hon’ble Meena 
Yadav, Hon’ble Prabhu Hajara and others. The 
Consultation Meeting was primarily focused on 
the “Introduction of the Palermo Protocol and 
amendments of related laws in alignment with 
the Protocol” as per the Gap Analysis prepared 
by FWLD. The sessions were facilitated by Adv. 
Sabin Shrestha, Binod Chandra Devkota and 
Ms. Rojina Shrestha from FWLD. Honourable 
Members of Parliament present in the meeting 
also expressed their commitment towards 
making efforts on necessary amendments. The 
two-day consultation meeting was ended by the 
Chair of the program, Hon’ble Kiran Kumar Sah, 
who also expressed his commitment to making 
efforts toward the implementation of the Palermo 
Protocol and issuing necessary directions to the 
relevant Ministries.
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Meeting on gaps in existing legislation relating 
to the domestication of the Palermo Protocol

FWLD in collaboration with National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) Conducted a 
reflection and learning meeting on 18th and 19th 
January in Dhulikhel. The major objective of the 
program was to incorporate the inputs of NHRC 
regarding the gaps in existing legislation relating 
to the domestication of the Palermo Protocol. 
The program was chaired by the Chairperson 
of NHRC, Hon’ble Top Bahadur Magar, and was 
graced with the presence of members of NHRC, 
Hon’ble Manoj Duwadi and Hon’ble Lili Thapa. The 
program also had the participation of Secretaries, 
department heads, division heads as well as Anti-
trafficking Focal Officer of NHRC. There were two 
presentations in the program. One was related 
to the efforts made by the government about 
the domestication of the Palermo protocol and 
the presentation was given by joint secretary, Mr. 
Yagya Prasad Adhikari another presentation was 
related to the possible amendments proposed 
by NHRC in existing laws of Nepal in line with the 
Palermo Protocol, which was given by under-
secretary of NHRC, Mr. Jhankar Bahadur Rawal. 
The presentations were followed by the group 
discussion in which all the participants were 
divided into four groups and the conclusion of the 
discussion was presented in the program. Various 
possible amendments were identified in the 
program and Hon’ble member of NHRC, Manoj 
Duwadi in his remarks highlighted the importance 
of these amendments. Furthermore, the Hon’ble 
Chairperson of NHRC, Mr. Top Bahadur Magar also 
highlighted the importance of these amendments 

and NHRC’s role in recommending these possible 
amendments to the government and highlighted 
that NHRC is open to future collaborations with 
FWLD to provide a way further for the discussion 
as well as on other matters.
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Provincial Consultation meeting on Bagmati Provincial 
Protection Policy against Human Trafficking 

Social Development Ministry in collaboration 
with FWLD, The Asia Foundation and Australian 
Aid organized a Provincial Consultation meeting 
on dissemination and formulating future 
implementation strategies on Bagmati Provincial 
Protection Policy against Human Trafficking on 31 
January 2024. The consultation was also focused 
on the necessity of formulation of provincial 
laws on rehabilitation centers and funds for TIP 
survivors. The meeting had the presence of 
provincial parliamentarians, provincial government 
officers from Chief Minister Office and other 
Ministries, representatives from District Police 
Office, District Attorney Office, District Court, 
District Bar Association, civil society organizations 
working on the sector and Media Person.

The head Social Development Department of 
Social Development Ministry presented Bagmati 
Provincial Protection Policy against Human 
Trafficking. Similarly Women Development Officer 
of Social Development Ministry highlighted the 
role of the provincial government in controlling 
human trafficking and trafficking. Advocate 
Sabin Shrestha urged the provincial government 
and parliament to enact provincial laws on 
rehabilitation centers and funds for trafficking 
survivors as mandated by HTTCA. The participants 
representing the organizations and the media 
person expressed their commitment to keep 
working hard for the creation of the necessary 
provincial laws in line with Palermo Protocol, 
HTTCA and Provincial Protection Policy.
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Local level consultation laws regarding 
rehabilitation center and funds for TIP survivors

Date : 1st February, 2024

Participants: Mayor, Chief 
Administrative Officer, 
Ward Chairpersons, Ward 
Secretaries, and lawyers from 
Badimalika Municipality

Safebagar Municipality, 
Achham
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Date : 1st February, 2024

Participants: Mayor, Chief 
Administrative Officer, 
Ward Chairpersons, Ward 
Secretaries, and lawyers from 
Badimalika Municipality

Date : 1st February, 2024

Participants: Mayor, Chief 
Administrative Officer, 
Ward Chairpersons, Ward 
Secretaries, and lawyers from 
Hetauda Sub-metropolitan 
City

Date : 13th February, 2024

Participants: Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor, Chief Administrative 
Officer, Ward Chairpersons, 
members of Executive 
Committee, members of 
Judicial Committee, and legal 
advisor of the Municipality

Date : 3rd February, 2024

Participants: Deputy Mayor, 
Chief Administrative Officer, 
Ward Chairpersons, Ward 
Secretaries, members of 
Executive Committee, 
members of Women and 
Children Committee, and 
lawyers
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Badimalika Municipality, 
Bajura

Hetauda Sub- 
Metropolitan City, 

Makwanpur

Dipayal Silgadhi 
Municipality, Doti

Bhadrapur Municipality, 
Jhapa
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Outcome of Local level consultation laws regarding 
rehabilitation center and funds for TIP survivors
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Supplementary Activities
Take away on

Observation visit

National Pro-bono Conference of Law Collages on 
Pro-bono Service to Vulnerable Groups

First Year Master's Degree Nursing Students 
(MN) of National Institute of Medical Sciences, 
Bir Hospital Nursing Campus visited Forum for 
Women, Law and Development (FWLD) on 14th 
February, 2024.

During the observation visit, this organization gave 
the informed about the activities and advocacy in 
the field of women's human rights, and discussed 
with the student on the issue of sexual and 
reproductive health rights, legal identity, gender-
based violence, children's rights, human trafficking 
and safe migration, economic and social rights, 
access to justice and legal aid, and others.

National Network for Pro-bono Lawyers 
organized a “National Pro-bono Conference of 
Law Collages on Pro-bono Service to Vulnerable 
Groups” on February 23, 2024. FWLD as an 
executive committee member of the Network 

actively engaged for successfully organizing the 
Conference. The conference emphasized the 
clinical and practical curricula of law colleges and 
providing legal aid to vulnerable groups through 
the clinical education.
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Holi celebration  
@ FWLD
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NEW PUBLICATION

https://fwld.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/02/Citizenship-new-
decisions-Updated-version.pdf

https://fwld.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/04/CEDAW-List-of-
issues.pdf
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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72 Adarsh Marg

P.O. Box 26538, Thapathali, Kathmandu, Nepal

+977-1-5333525/5333524/ 5366415

Forum for Women, Law & Development  (FWLD)
http://www.facebook.com/fwld.org

http://www.twitter.com/fwld1995

youtube.com/fwldofficial

info@fwld.org

www.fwld.org

Mero Adhikar mobile app
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