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FWLD's 29th Annual General Meeting

On October 3, 2023, the FWLD's 29th Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) was held in the 
organization's Equality Hall in Kathmandu. 
Senior Advocate Ms. Geeta Aryal, President of 
FWLD, chaired the AGM. The annual progress 
report was presented by Advocate Rup 
Narayan Shrestha, the FWLD secretary, while 
the audit report and FWLD's annual financial 

statement were presented by Advocate 
Nabin Kumar Shrestha, the FWLD treasurer. 
The AGM also resulted in the formation of a 
new executive committee. The meeting also 
felicitated the general members of FWLD, 
Ms. Meera Dhungana, Mr. Bharat Bahadur 
Thapa, and Mr. Sunil Kumar Shrestha, for their 
achievement as Senior Advocates.

NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Senior Advocate Geeta Aryal President

Advocate Rup Narayan Shrestha Vice President

Advocate Laxmi Pokharel Secretary

Advocate Nabin Kumar Shrestha Treasurer

Advocate Sharmila Parajuli Member

Advocate Seema Dhami Member

Advocate Pushpa Poudel Member
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Sexual and Gender Based Violence
Take away on

FWLD organized a Media Orientation on 
Maintaining Confidentiality of Survivors of Sexual 
Violence on 27 November 2023 on the occasion 
of 16 days Activism on Gender based Violence. 
The orientation had presence of Honorable 
Kalyan Shrestha, ex Chief Justice of Supreme 

Court of Nepal who spoke on the issue of role of 
media in maintaining confidentiality of survivors 
of sexual violence. Similarly, the program also had 
Ms. Babita Basnet, Executive Director of Media 
Advocacy Group who spoke on online violence, 
ethics of journalists on maintaining confidentiality.

WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY

Media Orientation on Maintaining 
Confidentiality of Survivors of Sexual Violence
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Interactive Orientation with Multi-Sectoral Service 
Providers to Address GBV from a Victim-Centric Approach

Participants : Representatives from the Judicial committee members, mediators and grievance 
administrator from Siddhicharan Municipality, Chisankhugadhi Rural Municipality, Molung Rural 
Municipality and Manebhanjang Rural Municipality, District Court, District Government Attorney's Office, 
District Hospital (OCMC), District Bar Association, Safe House, Stipend Lawyer, Legal Aid Committee, 
and various organizations working in the sector of women's rights and access to justice 

OKHALDHUNGA
25th to 29th November, 2023
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Discussion program on Ending Gender based violence: 
Strengthening services and amplifying voices

IPAS Nepal and FWLD jointly 
conducted a discussion 
program titled "Ending Gender 
based violence: Strengthening 
services and amplifying voices" 
on 8th of December 2023 in 
Kathmandu on the occasion 
of 16 days of activism against 
GBV. The chief guest of the 
program was Hon. Chanda 
Chaudhary, member of the 
Women and Social Committee 
of the Parliament. The program 
featured slam poetry by Nawaraj 
Parajuli followed by panel 
discussion on policies and 
services for GBV support. Sarada 
Thapa from Women, children 
and senior citizens service 
directorate of Nepal Police, 
Sabin Shrestha from FWLD, Dr 
Pashupati Mahat from CMC, 
Samir Ghimire from UNFPA, 
Nanda Kumari Thapa Deputy 
Mayor of Badimalika Municipality 
and Apekshya Rana Khatri from 
Sathi were the panelist of the 
program. Roshani Devi Karki 

and Mamta Bisht from MoHP 
and MoWCSC respectively 
spoke about the efforts made 
by respective ministries to 
end GBV. Jagdishwor Ghimire 
from IPAS Nepal gave a vote of 
thanks and ended the program. 

The program was facilitated 
by former Miss Nepal Sugarika 
K C. Representatives from the 
different governmental and non 
governmental organizations 
participated in the program.
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Major Outcomes: Services provided by Office of Attorney general and other government offices to promote victim-centric approach in GBV cases' 
Safety and privacy of victims of GBV victims; Sharing of some good practices in victim-centric approach.

Major Outcomes: The current statute of time limitation is not enough, there should be no statute of time limitation in rape cases because it is not 
up to anyone to dictate when a victim should realize that she has become a victim; Social awareness and breaking the patriarchal norm are major 
ways forward along with legal intervention on the subject matter.

Major Outcomes: The dialogue re initiated discussion on the meaning, need and importance of General Recommendation of CEDAW along with 
discussing on the new proposed General Recommendation on Gender Stereotypes, its focus and how it would shape the effective implementation of 
provision of CEDAW.
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PSA on the occasion of 16 Days Activism Against Gender Based Violence

Infographic Video

Law against Offence related to 
Reproductive Health

Law against Menstruation

Law against Tech-based 
sexual violence

Law against Polygamy

Law against Sexual 
Harassment at Workplace

Law against Dowry

Law against Domestic 
violence

Law against Acid Attack

Law against Witchcraft

Law against Human 
Trafficking

Law against Sexual 
Harassment

Law against Child Marriage

Law against Child Sexual 
Abuse

Law against Marriage 
without Consent

Law against Rape

Law against Marital Rape
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Forum Theatre on Nepal's New Citizenship Laws 
To increase public awareness of the recent revisions to Nepal's Citizenship Act and Regulation, forum 
theatre presentations took place at prominent locations of various districts. These amendments entail 
the provision of obtaining citizenship certificates through mother's name. After each performance, 
interactive discussions were conducted with the audience, centering on critical issues and exploring 
real-world challenges and potential solutions for the future.

District : Nuwakot   |   Date : October 3 and 4, 2023

District : Dhading   |   Date : October 5, 2023

District : Nawalpur   |   Date : October 6 and 7, 2023
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Community Outreach Programs on Legal Identity

• On October 10, 2023, in 
Kohalpur Municipality 
Ward-14, Baijjanath

• On October 18, 2023, in 
Khajura Rural Municipality, 
Ward-7

• On October 1, 2023, in 
Tilotama Municipality, 
Ward-9

• On October 2, 2023, in 
Siddhartha Municipality, 
Ward-11

• On October 9, 2023, in 
Butwal Sub-Metropolitan 
City, Ward-8

• On October 12, 2023, in 
Tilottama Municipality, 
Ward-2

• On September 25, 2023, in 
Ilam Municipality Ward-9

• On September 26, 2023, in 
Ilam Municipality Ward-5

• On September 27, 2023, in 
Ilam Municipality Ward-8

• On September 28, 2023, in 
Ilam Municipality Ward-2

• On September 30, 2023, in 
Ilam Municipality Ward-7

• On October 2, 2023, in Ilam 
Municipality Ward-6

• On October 6, 2023, in Ilam 
Municipality Ward-9

BANKE

RUPANDEHI

ILAM
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Discussion Program with the Honorable Members of 
the Federal Parliamentarians

Program for Enhancing 
Capacity on Citizenship Rights

On October 31, 2023, FWLD organized a 
discussion program at the Basera Banquet 
Hotel in Babarmahal, Kathmandu. The program 
brought together esteemed members of the 
Federal Parliament to address the issue of Legal 
Identity, focusing on the implementation of recent 
amendments to the Nepal Citizenship Act and 
Regulation. The primary objective of this program 
was to facilitate discussions on the modified 
provisions within citizenship laws and the practical 
challenges related to their implementation. 
The event also featured discussions on Nepal's 

international human rights commitments 
concerning citizenship rights. The program 
was intended to enhance the understanding of 
policymakers concerning citizenship rights and 
to underscore the significant roles they must 
play in ensuring equal citizenship rights in Nepal. 
Advocate Sabin Shrestha, the Executive Director 
of FWLD, presented to provide a background for 
the topic's discussion, while Advocate Binu Lama 
extended a warm welcome and highlighted the 
program's objectives. Mr. Binod Chandra Devkota 
moderated the proceedings.

A Program for Enhancing Capacity on 
Citizenship Rights for Provincial-Level Networks, 
Community-Based Organizations, and Legal 
Professionals Held at Alpha House, Baneshwor, 
Kathmandu on November 3, 2023. Mr. Krishna 
Bahadur Katuwal, the Head of the Citizenship 
and National ID Management Department 
at the Ministry of Home Affairs, delivered a 
presentation on the recent amendments to 
the Nepal Citizenship Act and Regulations, 
while Advocate Sushama Gautam from 
FWLD discussed significant Supreme Court 
judgments related to citizenship matters and 
the challenges faced in implementing these 
laws. Advocate Binu Lama, also from FWLD, 
facilitated the event. The program drew 
participation from over 30 representatives of 
community-based organizations and lawyers 
hailing from various districts within the Bagmati 
province. Additionally, a Provincial Network 
focused on citizenship rights and birth-related 
issues was established during the event.
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Discussion program with media on the Nepal 
Citizenship Act and Its implementation status

3-Day Mobile Legal Counseling Clinics

On November 9, 2023, FWLD and MAG jointly 
organized a discussion program with media in 
Lalitpur regarding the Nepal Citizenship Act and 
its implementation status. Mr. Krishna Bahadur 
Katuwal, the Under Secretary and Head of the 
Citizenship Section at the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
graced the event as the key speaker. He ensured 
the effective implementation of the Citizenship 
Act. During the program, Ms. Bhumika Shrestha 
from the Blue Diamond Society highlighted the 
challenges that sexual and gender minorities 
encounter when seeking citizenship and Ms. Devu 

Parajuli from Nepal Disabled Women Association 
shared the challenges faced by person with 
disabilities while acquiring citizenship. Advocate 
Sabin Shrestha, the Executive Director of FWLD, 
elaborated on the trend of decisions by the 
Supreme Court of Nepal concerning citizenship 
issues and the obstacles encountered during the 
implementation of these decisions. The program 
was chaired by Ms. Anita Bindu, Chairperson of 
MAG, while Ms. Babita Basnet, Executive Director 
of MAG facilitated the discussion program.

FWLD conducted a series of three-day mobile legal counseling clinics in Kailali and Nawalparasi 
(East) Districts. The primary objective of these clinics was to raise awareness about the importance 
of obtaining a citizenship certificate and ensuring birth registration. The clinics also aimed to provide 
individualized legal counseling on-site to individuals who faced challenges in accessing legal advice 
due to financial constraints or geographical barriers.  Additionally, the clinics offered para-legal 
assistance and other legal services to help individuals obtain the necessary legal identity documents, 
including Citizenship Certificates and Birth Registration Certificates.

Kailali District: Dhangadhi Sub-Metropolitan City 
Ward-8, Godawori Municipality Ward-7, and Kailari 
Rural Municipality Ward-3 on October 5th, 6th, and 
8th, 2023, respectively.

Nawalparasi (East) District: Gaindakot 
Municipality, Devachuli Municipality, and 
Madhyabindu Municipality of Nawalparasi (East) 
district on November 8, 9, and 10, respectively.
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Media Event on "Reformations of Gender 
Discriminatory Citizenship Law" 

Program on the Status of Execution of Court Judgments 
in Citizenship and Civil Registration Cases 

To mark the "16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence" under the theme "Unite! Invest to 
prevent violence against women and girls," FWLD 
organized a media event on the "Reformations of 
Gender Discriminatory Citizenship Law" at Alpha 
House, Buddhanagar, Kathmandu, on November 
29, 2023. The purpose of the program was to 
deliberate on crucial amendments to citizenship 
laws, including the Constitution, to ensure equality 
in nationality laws, with a particular emphasis on 
gender perspectives. Honorable Sushila Thing, 
a member of the House of Representatives 
and Nepali Congress Whip, Honorable Bidhya 
Bhattarai, also a member of the House of 
Representatives, and Ms. Tulasa Lata Amatya, a 
Women's Activist, served as key speakers for the 

event. The 
program 
drew 
over 50 
participants, 
including 
more than 
40 senior-level 
journalists and 
editors representing 
various mainstream media houses, print media, 
and online platforms. Advocate Sushama Gautam 
elucidated the program's objectives and Mr. Binod 
Chandra Devkota from FWLD moderated the 
event.

On December 13, 2023, FWLD organized a 
"Discussion Program on the Status of Execution 
of Court Judgments in Citizenship and Civil 
Registration Cases," bringing together relevant 
stakeholders. The primary objective of the event 
was to examine the progress and challenges 
associated with the implementation of court 
judgments. Mr. Saroj Raj Regmi, Director at the 
Supreme Court Judgment Execution Directorate, 
delivered a presentation on the issue. Speakers 
included affected individuals Ms. Neha Thapa, Mr. 
Avinash Thapa, and Ms. Sanumaiya Chhetri, who 
shared their post-judgment struggles. Advocate 
Sushama Gautam provided insight into the 
situations faced by the affected persons. Advocate 
Binu Lama of FWLD extended a welcome and 

emphasized the event's goals, while Mr. Binod 
Chandra Devkota moderated the proceedings. 
The event saw the participation of over 60 
attendees, including representatives from civil 
society organizations, media, and other concerned 
stakeholders.
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Discussion Program on "Full Citizen, Full 
Rights: Equal Citizenship Rights"

To commemorate the 44th 
Anniversary of CEDAW, FWLD 
organized a Discussion Program 
in Kathmandu on December 
19, 2023, engaging esteemed 
members of the National 
Assembly of the Federal 
Parliament. The program 
focused on the theme of Equal 
Citizenship Rights, titled "Full 
Citizen, Full Rights: Equal Rights 
in Citizenship (Purna Nagarik, 
Purna Adhikar: Nagarikatama 
Saman Adhikar)." The event was 
honored by the presence of the 

Chief Guest, Right Honorable 
Ganesh Prasad Timilsina, 
Chairperson of the National 
Assembly, and chaired by 
Senior Advocate Geeta Aryal, 
President of FWLD. Special 
guests included State Minister 
of Physical Infrastructure and 
Transport Honorable Nanda 
Chapai and State Minister 
of Education, Science, and 
Technology Honorable Pramila 
Kumari. 

The program witnessed the 

participation of honorable 
members of the National 
Assembly and media 
professionals from both 
mainstream and online 
platforms. Advocate Sabin 
Shrestha from FWLD delivered 
a presentation on the subject, 
while advocate Binu Lama 
welcomed attendees and 
highlighted the program's 
objectives. The event was 
moderated by Mr. Binod 
Chandra Devkota.

On December 21, 2023, FWLD organized a 
Discussion Program titled "Full Citizen, Full 
Rights: Equal Citizenship Rights" with esteemed 
members of the House of Representatives of 
the Federal Parliament. The program aimed to 
enlighten policymakers about discriminatory 
provisions in the country's Citizenship Laws, 
existing gaps, and challenging aspects related 
to law implementation. Additionally, it sought 
to foster discussions and propose actions to 
ensure equal citizenship rights. The event drew 
the participation of over 40 honorable members 
of the House of Representatives, including the 
Chair of the Women and Social Affairs Committee, 
Honorable Kiran Kumar Shah, and the Chair of the 
Education, Health, and Information Technology 
Committee, Honorable Bhanu Bhakta Joshi, 
along with former ministers and other members. 
Mainstream media representatives were also 

present. Advocate Sabin Shrestha delivered a 
presentation on the topic, while advocate Binu 
Lama welcomed the participants and highlighted 
the program's objectives. Mr. Binod Chandra 
Devekota moderated the event.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpiQbciKfm8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGcseY7a2U8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKLaD9S8BW4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7LMbCbmOOs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eT69eSVe8AU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jV99-mcX5aQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meDJikkDNDU

Online Dialogue Program Regarding Citizenship/Legal Identity
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Sexual & Reproductive Health Right
Take away on

Attention letter handover

National Women Commission and Reproductive 
Health Right Working Group (RHRWG) have jointly 
drawn the attention of the Ministry of Home Affairs 
on the health of pregnant women and newborns 
and children affected by the Jajarkot earthquake.

The letter for attention signed by Honorable 
Kamala Parajuli on behalf of National Women 

Commission and Nabin Kumar Shrestha on behalf 
of the FWLD Secretariat of RHRWG states that 
the attention of relevant agencies including the 
Ministry of Home Affairs has been drawn to ensure 
the health services that pregnant and post-partum 
women, newborns and children should receive 
during the disaster.
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Human Trafficking
Take away on

Meeting on the role of local level in controlling 
human trafficking and transportation

Consultation meeting with Provincial 
Parliamentarian and Provincial Government 

FWLD organized a Consultation meeting 
with Godawari Municipality on 12 October 
2023 on the role of local level in controlling 
human trafficking and transportation and 
implementation of the Human Trafficking 
and Transportation Control Act. The meeting 
had presence of local level representatives 
from Godawari Municipality. Ms. Godawari 
Khatri Dhami, Women, Children and Senior 
Citizen Department Head of the municipality 
presented on the activities of the Municipality 
to control human trafficking and transportation. 
Similarly, the Deputy Mayor of the Municipality 
committee to work on the formulation of local 
level laws as mandated by the act.

FWLD organized a Consultation 
meeting with Provincial 
Parliamentarian and Provincial 
Government on 11 October 2023 
on the necessity of formulation of 
provincial laws on rehabilitation 
center and fund for TIP survivors. The 
meeting had presence of provincial 
parliamentarians, government officers 
from Ministry of Social Development, 
Chief Attorney from Chief Attorney 
Office, Ministry of Internal Affairs 
along with civil society organizations 
working on the sector. The chief of the 
Department of Social Development 
of the Ministry of Social Development 
spoke on the activities of the 
Ministry and committed to work for 
the formation of the law. Similarly 
provincial parliamentarians also 
committed to work for the formulation 
of the law as mandated by HTTCA.
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Consultation meeting on the formulation of local level 
law on rehabilitation center and fund for TIP survivors

Meeting with Provincial Parliamentarian and Provincial Government
FWLD organized a Consultation meeting with Provincial Parliamentarian and 
Provincial Government on 8 December 2023 on the necessity of formulation 
of provincial laws on rehabilitation centers and funds for TIP survivors. The 
meeting had the presence of provincial parliamentarians, government 
officers from Ministry of Social Development, Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Law, representatives from District Police Office, District Bar Association, civil 
society organizations working on the sector and Media Person.

The government officer of Ministry of Internal Affairs and Law presented the 
role of the province in controlling human trafficking and trafficking, the status 
of cases registered in Koshi province, the provincial legal system related to 
human trafficking and trafficking control and the policies and programs of 
the provincial government, the status and needs of rehabilitation centers 
and funds, and future strategies. Similarly Former Honorable Ministers of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Law and Honorable Members of Parliament 
expressed their commitment to take necessary initiatives for the creation of 
necessary laws as mandated by HTTCA. The participants representing the 
organizations and the media person expressed their commitment to keep 
working hard on the relevant ministries for the creation of the necessary 
laws. Similarly, the program was presented and facilitated by Advocate 
Satish Kumar Sharma and Advocate Nabin Kumar Shrestha.

FWLD organized a Follow up consultation 
meeting with Bhadrapur Municipality on 7 
December 2023 on the formulation of local 
level law on rehabilitation center and fund for 
TIP survivors. The meeting was graced by Her 
Excellency Felicity Volk, Ambassador of Australia 
for Nepal as Special Guest, Mayor Ganesh Pokhrel 
of Bhadrapur Municipality as Chief Guest and 
Deputy Mayor Radha Karki who chaired the event 
and ex deputy Mayor Chandra Shrestha. The 
event also had Chief Administrative Officer of 
the municipality, local level representatives from 
Bhadrapur Municipality along with civil society 

organizations, police, executive member of the 
municipality along with other representatives from 
Australian Embassy and The Asia Foundation. 
Ms. Chandra Shrestha presented on the need 
for the formulation of the local level law and 
Ms. Jiwankala Raut, Head of Department of 
Social Development shared the work of the 
municipality on the same. The representatives of 
the municipality committed to formulate a local 
level law as mandated by the act and work for it's 
effective implementation. They also emphasized 
that technical support of FWLD is necessary for 
the same.
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CHILD'S RIGHTS
Take away on

Discussion Program on CRVS in the context of 
Gender, Disability and Social Inclusion
A discussion program on Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics with focus on Birth 
Registration in the context of gender, 
disability and social inclusion was organized 
by Agnisaayer Krishnasavaran Rural 
Municipality in support of UN, EU and GON, 
and FWLD on 10th December, 2023 with 
local representatives of local government 
from all the wards of Agnisaayer 
Krishnasavaran Rural Municipality including 
the ward chairperson, ward secretaries and 
civil registration department. The objective 
of the program was to aware the wards of 
municipality on the importance of CRVS in 
the context of gender, disability and social 
inclusion. Advocate Deepesh Shrestha 
presented on the introduction of CRVS and 
focused on legal aspects of birth registration 
along with the roles of local government in 
course of registering the births.

Major Outcomes: A sharing of innovative approaches and new efforts undertaken by the directorate to address the problem 
of child sexual abuse; Discussion on the NCRC's engagement and strategies for future child protection efforts.
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Radio Program on Child Rights

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QipsFukOVYA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htBoEV6Fqng

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EBQwlXlmE0
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DISASTER AND CLIMATE JUSTICE
Take away on

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2023
On the occasion of International 
Day for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
2023 a dialogue program with 
SRHR stakeholders regarding 
inclusion of SRHR during disaster 
preparedness and recovery plans 
was conducted on 13th October, 
2023 in Godawari Municipality, 
Kailali. The program was chaired 
by Ms. Sharada Rokaya, Deputy 
Mayor of Godawari Municipality. 
The dialogue program saw 
the participation of local 
representatives of municipality, 
representatives from health 
centers, nurses, medical personnel, 
media personnel, advocates, 
representatives from CRR, Care 
Nepal and Needs Nepal. The 
program was moderated by 
Advocate Renu Pradhan Shrestha.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jJdeMkEVgE&t=84s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqUPFbBGAPg&t=12s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMlunmL6av8&t=189s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1Zlydifx4w&t=16s

Radio Program on Disaster and Climate Justice
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Supplementary Activities
Take away on

Social Audit of FWLD Activities for FY 2079/80

A 'Social Audit' of FWLD activities for the fiscal 
year 2079/80 was conducted on October 2, 2023, 
in Kathmandu. The event was presided over 
by Senior Advocate Geeta Aryal, the President 
of FWLD, and the respected Chief Guest, 
Hon'ble Kiran Kumar Shah from the House of 
Representatives - Women and Social Committee. 
We were honored to have representatives from 
various government institutions, including Mr. 
Phanindra Gautam, Secretary from the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission Nepal; Mr. Dipak 
Jangdhoj Karki, Joint 

Secretary from the National Human Rights; Mr. 
Hiralaal Tandukar, Chairperson of Kathmandu 

Metropolitan Ward-11; Mr. Ram Raj Bhattarai, 
Deputy Director from the Social Welfare 
Council; Ms. Sita Niraula from the National 
Women Commission; the Secretary from 
(House of Representatives) - Women and Social 
Committee; and DSP from the Anti-Trafficking 
Bureau of Nepal Police. Our gratitude extends to 
representatives from different international and 
national organizations, networks, dedicated media 
professionals, and the beneficiaries who joined us 
for this remarkable occasion. Independent Social 
Auditor Mr. Bishnu Khatri and his team presented 
the preliminary report on the Social Audit of 
FWLD's activities.



BulletinBulletin

WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY

BulletinBulletin

24

11th Nepal Human Right International Film Festival

FWLD's short movie “Matribhoomi” (Motherland) was selected for 11th Nepal Human Right International 
Film Festival. 'Matribhoomi', was featured on 3rd day of the 11th Nepal Human Rights International Film 
Festival i.e. on December 12, 2023. Grateful for the recognition and a letter of appreciation from the 
Human Rights Film Center.
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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72 Adarsh Marg

P.O. Box 26538, Thapathali, Kathmandu, Nepal

+977-1-5333525/5333524/ 5366415

Forum for Women, Law & Development  (FWLD)
http://www.facebook.com/fwld.org

http://www.twitter.com/fwld1995

youtube.com/fwldofficial

info@fwld.org

www.fwld.org

Mero Adhikar mobile app


