FWLD'S QUARTERLY ONLINE

&
D
2=
o
b
z
2,
kS 4

1995 Tale

pa-taal &8 Legal Helpline Service
12 ,

Forum for Women, Law and Development (FWLD) started providing has been providing
emergency legal assistance service with an aim to support, advocate and provide necessary
Take Away On Citizenship/ legal information, advice and consultation to the people who would not have access to
Legal Identity legal information. The service started from April 3, 2020 through Hotline service during
Covid-19 lockdown. We also started providing our legal helpline service through Google
forms in both Nepali and English languages. The service includes initial legal counseling
and services like coordinating, drafting, filing, litigating cases in the court and referring the
Take Away On Reproductive cases to other concerned authorities and stakeholders as per necessity. This report covers
Health Rights the data of cases reported from January 2021 to March 2021.

Legal Helpline Service

Take Away On Inclusive
Transitional Justice

Take Away On Sexual and

Gender Based Violence ... Number of Cases Reported (Province-wise)

Take Away On Human [Data of cases reported from January 2021 to March, 2021]
Trafficking

Supplementary Activities

Media Coverage TOTA L
(3.3%) 185
8 \@ 7 \ oo
(4.4%) 27\ \ ) (3.8%)
©

LUMBINI
Province

GANDAKI
Province

Hon'ble Julie Kumari Mahato,
Minister, Ministry of Women,
Children and Senior Citizen,
gracing the "Sexual Violence
and Justice" program.

* 1 call received from New Zealand.
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Sex of Survivors and Accused

Sex-wise data of the survivors

? ‘b
179 2
(97%) (2%) (19%)
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Sex-wise data of the accused

o) S §
5 179 0
(3%) (97%) (0%)

Ethnicity of Survivors and Accused

Ethnicity of the survivors

Brahmin

41
(22%)

Chettri

Madhesi

6
(3%)

12
(6%)

NON- J
)\ LITERATE A

53
(29%)

| LITERATE J

37
(20%)

|l LITERATE J

(4%)

NON- A
)\ LITERATE A

(76%)

Ethnicity of the accused

Brahmin

41

Chettri

Madhesi

11
(6%)

Others

3
(2%)

Survivors with
Disabilities

2

of the survivors of
GBV reported to have
physical disabilities
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Province-wise GBY Cases Reported (Types of Cases)

[January 2021 - March 2021]

Bagmati | Gandaki | Lumbini | Karnali | Sudurpachim

GBYV Cases . . A A . .
ince 2 | Province | Province | Province | Province Province

Domestic Violence 3 3 66 4 3 33 6 118

n Sexual Violence 0 0 6 1 0 2 0 9
[ KX ]
L Polygamy 1 2 5 1 0 8 1 18

Mental Torture 2 0 22 2 0 8 1 35

“ Suicide Abetment 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Cyber violence 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2

Total 6 7 101 8 B 51 8 184+1*

*1 from New Zealand.

Type of Legal Assistance provided by FWLD

240 e

(100%)

Total Legal Assistance

Counseling with
legal service
provided
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| Citizenship/Legal Identity
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Nepal Citizenship Act Amendment Bill

On March 06, 2021, FWLD organized an "Orientation
to the media person on Nepal Citizenship Act
Amendment Bill. FWLD organized the event on
the occasion of its week-long celebration of the
"International Women's Day 2021" and the eve of
the "Parliamentary Session" resumption as the media
plays a significant role in communicating the issues
to the public as well as the concerned stakeholders.
FWLD organized the orientation session on legal

Interaction
Meeting of the
CSNCR

On March 23,2021, FWLD, the
secretariat of the Civil Society
Network on Citizenship Rights
(CSNCR), organized an “Interaction
Meeting of the Civil Society
Network On Citizenship Rights”
The interaction meeting was
attended by a total number of
25 participants from different
member organizations of

the network. The interaction
meeting discussed the strategies
to accelerate the passage

of the Nepal Citizenship Act
(Amendment) Bill.

identity issues to make them aware of the importance
and sensitize them on reporting to the legal identity
issues.The orientation was attended by a total number
of 29 participants that included media persons
for different media houses and people affected by
citizenship. The people affected by citizenship shared
their grief and procedural hurdles with the concerned
stakeholders due to the delay of the Passage of the
Nepal Citizenship Act Amendment Bill and its impact.
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Inclusive Transitional Justice

° One to One Advocacy Meeting °

A meeting was held with Ms. Laxmi Satgauwa Tharu,
Vice-chairperson of Kailari Rural Municipality, Kailali,
on 10 January 2021. Discussions were made on
programs for conflict victims. Ms. Tharu mentioned
a two-day training on positive thinking and legal
training conducted for conflict victims of Kailari Rural
Municipality by the judicial committee. She also
committed to conduct other programs and activities
for the conflict victims.

A meeting with Mr. Kali Bahadur Singh, Chairperson
of Baijanath Rural Municipality Ward-4, was held on
3 January 2021 concerning the initiation of activities
and programs for conflict victims. In the meeting, the
chairperson expressed that the ward office is well known
regarding the programs that are being conducted under
this project. Similarly, he committed that the ward office
will provide help to the conflict victims as per the need
and include them in various skill-based training that the
ward office conducts.

| with Mr. Dirgha Raj Upadhyaya, Assistant Chief
: District Officer, District Administration Office, Banke
llr concerning subsistence allowance for person with
-‘s y . } b disabilities in the course of conflict. An appeal was
= I made to facilitate for the allowance as they are still
- unable to acquire the allowances.

| ’ [ i A meeting was conducted on 22nd February, 2021
! !
il
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Training on Social and Gender Empowerment Manual

An orientation training was held in Bhairahawa from
3rd January 2021 to 8th January 2021 for the local
facilitators from Banke, Bardiya, Dang and Kailali on

< the social and gender empowerment manual. The
local facilitators will be conducting various sessions
under the family-centric approach program in their
respective districts.

ORIENTATION TRAININ ——.-___.
AGH GTO
s "“TOIIONSOQ]L AND

GEN!
"W!lnmmmun-‘

A 15 weeks training on social and gender empowerment
for disadvantaged and marginalised conflict-victim
women has started from 3rd February, 2021 in the
ward office of Kailari Rural Municupality_5 with Mr.
Ganesh Malla, Coordinator, District Transitional Justice
Network, Kailali as the chairperson and Ms. Laxmi
Sadgaubha, Vice chair of Kailari Rural Municipality, as
the chief guest. The program included the participation
of the ward members, police officials,facilitators of the
training and the conflict-victim women as participants .

A 15weekstraining on socialand genderempowerment
has started in Baijanath Rural Municipality, Banke from
2 February, 2021. Several sessions on topics related
to social and gender transformation will be provided
in this training to the 30 participants coming from 10
families who were the victim of Armed conflict. Mr.
Man Bahadur Ruchal, Chairperson of Baijanath Rural
Muncipality inaugurated the training. Representatives
from municipality office, ward office, police, trainers,
trainees were presented in the program.

. On 4th February, 2021 a preparation and discuss
program for the four months long Social and Gender
Empowerment Training under the activity of Family
Centric Approach for conflict victim's family was
conducted in Ghorahi, Dang. The information regarding
the training's objective, duration, sessions, subject
matter and the modes of participant's selection were
provided in this program to the Chair of Ghorahi sub
metropolitan ward no. 15 Mr. Ramesh Pandey, the
official representative of Ghorahi sub metropolitan
office Ms. Pratala Kumari Devkota and journalist Mr.
Govinda Khadka. The meeting concluded to conduct the
training from 5th February, 2021
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Some glimpses of the ongoing 10-week training on
Social and Gender Empowerment for conflict victims
and their family in Bardiya.

Some glimpses of the ongoing 15-weeks training on
Social and Gender Empowerment for 40 conflict victims
and their family under the Family Centric Approach
Program organized by FWLD.

An inauguration ceremony of Family Centric Approach
program was held on 29 January, 2021 in Badhaiyataal
Rural Municipality, Bardiya. Ms. Dipa Gautam, Vice
Chair of the municipality inaugurated the training
program. Representatives from Ward Office, Police
Office, District Transitional Justice Network (Bardiya),
International Alert and TPO Nepal and trainees were
presented in the ceremony.

FWLD has been conducting a 15 weeks long training on
Social, Gender and Economic Empowerment targeting
40 conflict victims’ families of 10 families each in 4
different districts: Banke, Bardiya, Dang and Kailali.
Currently we are running in the third week. Through this
training we aim to provide them with economic support
50 as to aid them towards economic empowerment.
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° Meeting with Dialogue Facilitators °

: ; i An orientation training was held in Bhairahawa from
3rd January 2021 to 8th January 2021 for the local
facilitators from Banke, Bardiya, Dang and Kailali on
the social and gender empowerment manual. The
local facilitators will be conducting various sessions
under the family-centric approach program in their
respective districts.

A discussion meeting with dialogue facilitators was
conducted on 2nd March, 2021 in Baijanath Rural
Municipality-4, Banke. The purposes of this meeting
were to identify the subject matter of dialogues that
are to be conducted in coming days and to discuss on
the dialogues that were conducted before. The meeting
decided to conduct a dialogue program with Baijanath
Rural Municipality concerning women centric business
empowerment program and to address the reparative
needs of the conflict victims.

A meeting of District Transitional Justice Network
(DTJN), Bardiya was conducted on 18th February,
2021 in Gulariya Municipality-7, Bardiya. The meeting
decided to conduct a dialogue program between
the concerned stakeholders and conflict victims
concerning the identification of conflict victims who
have been missed out on being listed in their record.
The meeting also decided to conduct the dialogue in
the community level in order to settle the community
conflicts.

Ameeting of Project Steering Committee (TJ) was held on : = 2400 11 0, il | Y Ll /
26th February, 2021 at FWLD’s meeting hall. Discussions : T AT v P ' / '
concerning the ongoing programs and activities were (7 iy ,____ in Ay B
made in the meeting. The meeting also discussed on the 3 {2 T !

current TJ context and on the activities to be conducted

in days to come.

_e WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY I N



A District Level Dialogue Program on role of local
and provincial government in reparation addressing
immediate needs of conflict victims was conducted
on 31th March, 2021 in Kailali. The participants of the
dialogue program comprised of representatives from
National Human Rights Commission (Sudurpaschim
Province), Chair of Kailali Bar Association, Ward Offices,
INSEC, TPO Nepal and media person.

Provincial dialogue on role of Local and Provincial Government in

FWLD’s quarterly online
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FWLD organised a District Level Dialogue Program on
28th March, 2021 topic "Local Government with Conflict
Victims" in Baijanath Rural Municipality, Bankatawa,
Banke. The purpose of the dialogue program was to
deal with building the relation of victims with the local
government, initiating attempts to address the victim's
problem by the local government, searching for help
for victims form the local government, to help in the
empowerment of victims, to increase the access of
victims in the services that are being provided by the
local government and conduct discussion on forming a
Municipality Level Conflict Victims Committee.

The participants in the program included conflict
victims, member of T network (Banke), representatives
from Baijanath Rural Municipality, member of Judicial
Committee, representatives from political parties, civil
society and representative from International Alert.

Reparation addressing immediate reparative needs of conflict victims in Nepal

T A provincial dialogue on role of Local and Provincial
Government in Reparation addressing immediate
reparative needs of conflict victims in Nepal was
conducted on 25th  March, 2021 in Dhangadi,
Sudurpaschim Province. The chief guest of the
dialogue program was Hon. Prakash Bahadur
Shah, Minister, Ministry of Law and Internal Affairs
(Sudurpaschim Province). The other participants of
the dialogue comprised of Local Representatives,
Hon. Parliamentarians, District Transitional Justice
Network members, representatives from Ministry of
Social Development, Office of Chief Minister, Office of
Provincial Attorney and Media Person.

. WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY

A provincial dialogue on role of Local and Provincial
Government in Reparation addressing immediate
reparative needs of conflict victims in Nepal was
conducted on 13th March, 2021 in Butwal, Lumbini
Province. The participants of the dialogue comprised
of District Transitional Justice Network members,
Local Representatives (Banke, Dang and Bardiya),
representatives from Ministry of Social Development,
Ministry of Law and Internal Affairs, Office of Chief
Minister, Provincial Assembly, Office of Provincial
Attorney and Media Person.
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oor Reproductive Health Rights

Training Program
interlinking GBYV with
Reproductive/Safe
Abortion rights

FWLD in support and
collaboration with Ipas Nepal,
conducted two days Training

Program interlinking GBV with
Reproductive/safe Abortion
rights on 11th and 12th
February, 2021. The session

also introduced national and
international laws on the
subject. The program was
facilitated by Ad. Nabin K.
Shrestha, Adv. Meera Dhungana,
and Adv. Neha Gurung.

FWLD and Ipas Nepal, collaboration with FWD/
MoHP organized a virtual, "Orientation on the
provision of SM&RHR Regulation and Guidelines"
with Local and provincial Government Officials
of Lumbini Province on 1st March 2021.The
interaction meeting was chaired by Dr. Binod
Kumar Giri, Director of Health Directorate of
Lumbini Province. Mr. Man Bahadur Basnet make
a presentation on the issue, where Ms. Nisha
Joshi was facilitated the program.

088000060

-8 =

https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3kjPiztOw5bxs22lfyyH10GvMmPPg8d-dTSLEPJHa7R-E8L-
5ERq8md7Q&v=nNHfh-El1Xw&feature=youtu.be
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Discussion program of Policy Discourse on the implementation of Safe
Motherhood and Reproductive Health Right Regulation 2077

FWLD and Ipas Nepal, collaboration with FWD/ Bahadur Basnet, Under Secretary of MoHP make
MoHP organized a 'Discussion program of a presentation on the issue and facilitated the
Policy Discourse on the implementation of Safe discussion, where Nisha Joshi, Sr. PHO of FWD were
Motherhood and Reproductive Health Right facilitated the program. Representative of FWD,
Regulation 2077". The program was held on 2nd NHEICC, WHO, FPAN, CRR, FWLD,PSI/Nepal, BBC,
March 2021 in Kathmandu. The program was chaired  Ipas Nepal, Blind Youth Nepal was attended in the
by Dr. Tara Nath Pokhrel, Director of FWD. Mr, Man program.

== RHRWG Meeting
on Amendment
Proposal for Safe
Motherhood and
Reproductive
Health Rights Act
(SMRHR Act)

FWLD coordinated and
organized the meeting of
Reproductive Health Rights
Working Group (RHRWG) on
10th March, 2021. The meeting
held an agenda to discuss over
- the need to decriminalize

the right to safe abortion

and - the necessary points of
amendments required in the
SMRHR Act. The participants
included representatives of the
RHRWG member organizations
- FWLD, CRR, Ipas Nepal, PSI,
MSI, CREPHA, FPAN, Sancharika
Samuha, SMNF, NDWA, YOSHAN.
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Discussion program of Policy Discourse on the
Implementation of Safe Motherhood and Reproductive Health
Right Act and Regulation in province level

FWLD and Ipas Nepal organize the 'Discussion program of
Policy Discourse on the implementation of Safe Motherhood
and Reproductive Health Right Act and Regulation, 2077". The
program was held on 12th March 2021 in Lumbini Province,
Butwal. Adv. Sabin Shrestha of FWLD, Ms. Madhabi Bajracharya
and Mr. Jivan Devkota of Ipas Nepal, Mr. Shailendra Kumar
Pandey of Ministry of Social Development and Ms. Jamuna
Panthi, focal person of OCMC, Lumbini Hospital make a
presentation where Adv. Nabin Kumar Shrestha of FWLD
facilitated the program. Representative of IPWA Lumbini
province, different civil society organization, Lawyer, Journalist
and health facilitator was attended in the program.

FWLD and Ipas Nepal organized the 'Discussion Directorate of Sudurpashchim and Ms. Yasoda
program of Policy Discourse on theimplementation  Dhakal, focal person of OCMC of Seti Provincial
of Safe Motherhood and Reproductive Health Hospital make a presentation where Adv. Nabin
Right Act and Regulation, 2077". The program Kumar Shrestha of FWLD facilitated the program.
was held on 24th March 2021 in Sudurpashchim Representative of IPWA executive member of
Province, Dhangadhi. Adv. Sabin Shrestha of Sudurpashchim province committee and District
FWLD, Ms. Madhabi Bajracharya and Mr. Pradip committee, representatives of different civil
Aryal of Ipas Nepal, Dr. Gunraj Awasthi, Director society organization, lawyer, journalist and health
and Siddharaj Joshi, RH focal person of Health facilitator attended the program.
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Discussion en Sexual
Vielence and Justice

On the occasion of 111th Women's Day, an
advocacy program on "Sexual Violence and Justice"
was conducted on 5th March, 2021. The program
was graced by Hon'ble Julie Kumari Mahato,
Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizen

as a chief guest. The Secretary of MOWCSC Ms.

Yam Kumari Khatiwada and Mr. Rajesh Lal Karna,
Deputy Inspector General of Police were invited as
special guest.

https://www.facebook.com/fwld.org/
videos/239045654528662/
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FWLD staff at the office premises of the FWLD with the slogan issued by the Ministry of
Women, Children and Senior Citizens on the occasion of the 111th International Women's |
#

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Interaction programme on 'Stories of Struggle and Success'

On the occasion of International Women's Day,
FWLD and Community Legal Literacy Advocacy
and Research (CLAR) organised an interaction
programme titled 'Stories of Struggle and Success'
on 8th March, 2021 in Suryabinayak Municipality -2,
Balkot, Bhaktapur. The first session dealt with the
daily struggles and hurdles faced by women in the

I '/ ORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY I

community including mental pressure for not giving
birth to a son, lack of involvement of male in the
household chores, inequality in education, etc. The
interaction programme ended after the second phase
where Adv. Roshni Poudel provided insights in topic
related yo marriage, divorce, partition, etc.
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A SERIES-4 : Elimination of Harmful Social Values: Building a Society Without Gender Based Violence
https://www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/450967249416325/
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SERIES-5 : Generation of Equality: Youth Participation to End Gender-Based Violence
https://www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/3661209983960243/
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SERIES-6 : End of Gender-Based Violence: The Role of Men in Gender Transformation
https.//www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/248886326864602/
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SERIES-7 : Increasing access to security and justice: Community scorecards an effective method
https.//www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/173724850891267/
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A SERIES-8 : Harmful Social Value Recognition Transformation: Accountability of Religious and Social
Leaders https://www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/3397936953649459/
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A SERIES-9 : Issues of Gender Based Violence: Efforts and Practices for School-Based Gender
Transformation https.//www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/1825420927608815/
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SERIES-10 : Reduction of Gender Based Violence: Economic Empowerment of Women and
Adolescents https://www.facebook.com/fwld.org/videos/1100731493770333/
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Interactive Workshop Against GBYV

A

FWLD conducted Interactive Workshop Against GBV in Jaleswor, Mahottari District from 22nd to 26th February, 2021. Representative
from District court, District Government Attorney Office, District Police Office, District Administrative Office, District Hospital, Judicial
Committee Member of Gausala and Jaleswor Municipality, Legal Aid Lawyer, District Bar Association, Worec Nepal and WHRD actively
participated in the 5 day program. Hon. Judge Thakur Kharel, Advocate Meera Kumari Dhungana and Ms Ratna Maya Lama from TPO
Nepal conducted different sessions in interactive module. The workshop ended with the commitment to implement the learning from
the workshop and to coordinate with each other for fast and effective justice. The workshop was facilitated by Advocate Sagar Pathak
and District Coordinator Advocate Baidyanath Jha.

A

FWLD conducted Interactive Workshop against GBV in Malangwa, Sarlahi from 9th to 13th March, 2021. Representative from District
court, District Police Office, District Hospital, District Government Attorney Office, District Administrative Office, Bagmati Municipality,
Bhramapuri Rural Municipality, Legal Aid Committee, District Bar Association and various other organizations activity participated in
the workshop. DSP Madan Kunwar, Advocate Pundevi Maharjan and Mr Pitambar Koirala from TPO Nepal conducted various interactive
session. The workshop concluded with a common commitment from participants to implement the learning in their respective office.
The workshop was facilitated by Advocate Sagar Pathak.

FWLD conducted Interactive Workshop against GBV in Kalaiya, Bara from 20th to 24th March, 2021. Representative from District court,
District Police Office, District Hospital, District Government Attorney Office, District Administration Office, Kailaiya Sub Metropolitan
city and Jitpur Simara Sub Metropolitan city, Legal Aid Committee, District Bar Association and various other organizations activity
participated in the workshop. District Judge Hon. Suman Kumar Neupane, Advocate Meera Dhungana and Ms Ratna Maya Lama
from TPO Nepal conducted various interactive session. The workshop concluded with a common commitment from participants
to implement the learning in their respective office. The workshop was coordinated by Advocate Arjun Shrestha and facilitated by
Advocate Sagar Pathak.

WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY I
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Mapping of Existing Platforms, Mechanisms and
Resources in Response to GBYV in Local Level

- Y. / o [} i
e £ = P V‘L:J ” > - B

A Focus Group Discussion in Inaruwa Municipality, Sunsari District - 9th March, 2021.

- (= "
- e -

A Focus Group Discussion in Triveni Municipality, Bajura
District - 11th March, 2021.

FWLD with the support of UNESCO/KOICA conducted
a field research for mapping the existing platforms,
mechanisms and resources in response to gender-
based violence in 14 Local levels within five districts
of Nepal in the month of March, 2021.

An overarching objective of the Mapping was to
strengthen local platforms in their response to GBV
by providing holistic support to local government
stakeholders through capacity building, policy
guidelines and awareness-raising efforts. For this,
the information gathered from mapping has helped
us to access the situation of GBV in the project
areas (especially after the pandemic) along with
the awareness level of local stakeholders. Most
importantly, the mapping has been instrumental in
tracing theimplementation status and to examine the
roles and responsibilities of duty bearers as stipulated
in the Constitution and as they are understood and

. WORKING FOR NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUALITY

A Focus Group Discussion in Chaurpati Municipality, Accham
District - 14th March, 2021.

agreed at the community level.

The mapping area included Dewanganj Rural
Municipality, Inaruwa and Ramdhuni Municipality of
Sunsari District, Dewahi Gonahi, Rajdevi and Rajpur
Municipality of Rautahat District, Balra and Lalbandi
Municipality of Sarlahi District, Chaurpati Rural
Municipality, Mangalsen and Sanfebagar Municipality
of Achham District and Khaptad Chhededaha Rural
Municipality, Budhiganga and Triveni Municipality of
Bajura District.

Major tools employed in mapping process includes
key informant interviews, data collection, non-
participatory observation by the researcher and
focused group discussions. We intend to formulate a
comprehensive supportstrategy from theinformation
gathered and use it for supporting/strengthening the
Local levels in their response to GBV.

(19)
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NGO CSW FORUM 65: ACCESS TO JUSTICE
IN GBV CASES DURING COVID-19

SABN SHRES THA (FWLD

rajesh Lal karn 3 Shanta Adhica Bhattar s

NGO CSW FORUM 65: ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN GBV CASES DURING COVID-19

FWLD was live.
March 23 at 6:01 AM - @

NGO CSW FORUM 65: ACCESS TC JUSTICE IN GBV CASES DURING COVID-19

National Coalition Formation
Meeting to advocate for Ratification
of ILO 190 by Nepal

FWLD organized a National Coalition Formation
Meeting on 9th March 2021 on the occasion of 111th
International Women's Day to advocate for Ratification
of ILO 190 by Nepal. The meeting was attended by
women rights organizations, labor right organizations
and trade unions as well. It was decided that a Steering
Committee needs to be formed for effective functioning
of the Coalition and participants were in solidarity to
5 > strongly voice for the ratification of the C190 to make
365 | the world of work free from violence and harassment.
pratf Similarly, FWLD is very excited to partner with 16 Days
u of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign to
launch the national-level advocacy campaign in Nepal
to call on the Government to ratify ILO Convention

"ILO Convention 190 is a powerful tool to
dermand the rights of women workers, who

are disproportionately impacted by gender- 190 & to demand the rights of women workers, who

based violence and harassment in the world X d.l ! . . . . .

o wosic We ate Exckad 1o join Hncis With the ™ 4 are d/spropgrr/onately at the risk of violence and
Global 16 Days Gampaign to launch a e \ harassment in the world of work.

national-level advacacy campaign In Nepal. o = . .

‘Wie will work with our allies from around the - | 1 https.//l 6d0y5€0mp0’9n-0f9/202 1/03/16/fwid-and-
country to call on our governmant to ratify T the-global-16-days-campaign-mobilize-to-call-for-
and Implement this landmark Convention,” 4 . . . .

SR ratification-of-the-ilo-violence-and-harassment-
; EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR — convention-no-190/?fbclid=IwAR2eqKnTc4E
FORUM FOR WORMEN, LA Al VELOPMENT %

#RatilylLO180Nepal #NoMoreMissingRights
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—— Consultation Meeting on necessary Amendment of Laws —
in line with Palermo Protocol

FWLD organized a Consultation Meeting on necessary
Amendment of Laws in line with Palermo Protocol
with concerned lawyers on 19 January 2021 with
the support of USAID and UKaid and implemented
by Winrock International. The objective of the
meeting was to discuss the amendment proposal
on Immigration Act and Foreign Employment Act.
Participants discussed changes in current provisions of
those laws and addition of new provisions to comply
with the provisions of the Protocol.

FWLD organized two Consultation Meetings on
necessary Amendment of Laws in line with Palermo
Protocol, one with organizations working on safe
migration and another with concerned lawyers on 22
January 2021 with the support of USAID and UKaid and
implemented by Winrock International. The objective of
the meeting was to discuss the amendment proposal
on Immigration Act, Foreign Employment Act, Labor
Act, Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act and
Human Trafficking and Transportation (Control) Act.
Participants discussed on changes in current provisions
of those laws and addition of new provisions to comply
with the provisions of the Protocol.

FWLD organized a Consultation Meetings on necessary
Amendment of Laws related to Human Trafficking,
Labor and Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act to make them in line with Palermo Protocol, on
28th January 2021 with the support of USAID and

< UKaid and implemented by Winrock International.
The objective of the meeting was to discuss the
amendment proposal on those laws. Participants
discussed on changes in current provisions of those
laws and addition of new provisions to comply with
the provisions of the Protocol.
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FWLD organized a Consultation Meetings on
necessary Amendment of Laws related to Extradition
Act, Organized Crime Prevention Act and Mutual Legal
Assistance Act to make them in line with Palermo
Protocol, on 3rd February 2021 with the support
of USAID and UKaid and implemented by Winrock
International. The objective of the meeting was to
discuss the amendment proposal on those laws.
Participants discussed on changes in current provisions
of those laws and addition of new provisions to comply
with the provisions of the Protocol.

FWLD organized a Consultation Meeting on Finalization

of the necessary recommendations on Amendment

of Laws to make them in line with Palermo Protocol,

on 10th February 2021 with the support of USAID and >
UKaid and implemented by Winrock International.

The objective of the meeting was to finalize and
endorse amendment proposal with all the feedback
incorporated from previous meetings with lawyers and
concerned stakeholders.

FWLD organized a Meeting with Media on Amendment
of Laws in line with Palermo Protocol on 19 February
2021 with the support of USAID, UKaid and Winrock
International. The objective of the meeting was to aware
media about the necessary amendment as per the
protocol and to disseminate information on reformation
of laws to combat trafficking in person as per Palermo
Protocol to general public.

—— Consultation Meeting on Necessity of Ratification of ——
Domestic Workers Convention 189

FWLD organized a Consultation Meeting with
Government and Non-government stakeholders
on Necessity of Ratification of Domestic Workers
Convention 189 on 10th March 2021. Participants had
intense discussion on situation of domestic Workers
in Nepal and migrant workers who go for care and
domestic work in foreign countries. They also discussed
about the age ban and how it has made people
especially women vulnerable to trafficking.
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Meeting with Media on the Necessity of Formulation
—— of Laws and Policies on Rehabilitation Center and Fund ——
for 'TIP survivors

FWLD conducted a Meeting with Media of Lumbini
Province on the Necessity of Formulation of Laws and
policies on Rehabilitation Center and Fund for TIP
survivors on 13th March 2021. Participants discussed
on the importance of the formulation of laws and how
it affects TIP survivors.

FWLD organized a Provincial Consultation Meeting
with  Parliamentarians and convened Provincial
Government to formulate laws and policies on
Rehabilitation Center and Fund for TIP survivors on 14th
March 2021. The meeting was graced by Chairperson
of Social Development Committee and Members of
the Committee of Provincial Parliament along with
concerned Ministries of the Province. They showed their
commitment to pass the laws on the rehabilitation
Center and Fund and also informed that they were in
discussion to formulate the laws on the issue.

FWLD conducted a follow up meeting with members
of Social Development Committee of the Provincial
Parliament of Lumbini Province on March 30, 2021 to
formulate laws and policies on Rehabilitation find and
center for TIP Survivors. In the meeting FWLD shared
its views and comments on the draft bill prepared
by the committee where members of the committee
and Chairperson of the committee committed to
incorporate the feedback while submitting it to the
parliament.
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Appeal for Solidarity against new proposed
rule of Department of Immigration

= : regarding Travel Restriction on women
aaﬂ-aa m ﬁﬁa i < below 40 years of age which is a violation
99:30 aﬁ — > of women's right to mobility.
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Submission of Letter to Department of Immigration

FWLD and other organizations who are member of National Network of Safe Migration submitted a letter to the Department of Immigration on
14 February 2021 regarding our stand against the proposed new rule which needed a woman below 40 years of age to take approval from family
and ward office to visit Africa and Gulf countries on Visit Visa. We stated that this is against right to equality and right to freedom of movement

guaranteed by the Constitution of Nepal. Hence, Department of Immigration committed that the letter will be immediately sent to the Ministry of
Home Affairs and they will take heed of our concern on the matter.
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FWLD's Social Audit

On February 12, 2021, ‘Social Audit’ of the FWLD's
activities of year 2020 was concluded at Kathmandu.
Representatives from various governmentinstitutions
including board member of the Social Welfare
Council, Department Head of the Social Development
Department of the Kathmandu Metropolitan,
Chairperson of the Kathmandu Metropolitan Ward-
11 and representatives of Kathmandu District
Administration Office, Ministry of Women, Children

and Senior Citizens, Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, National Women Commission,
National Human Rights Commission, Supreme Court,
National Anti-Trafficking Bureau and representative
from the Women, Children and Senior Citizen Service
Directorate of Nepal Police had attended the Program.
Similarly, representatives from different International
and National Organizations, Networks, Media Persons
and Beneficiaries were presented at the Program.
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Nepal needs to amend human trafficking laws to
fully enforce Palermo Protocol, experts say

Chandan Trmar Mandal
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THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2021

Il practices, society’s attitude root causes for sexual violence

Ilima.layanewsSeMce
Kathmandt, March T

‘Wormnen rights activists have said that
harmful practices against women
and soclety's attitude toview women
as objects were at the oot of sexual
violence agalnst women.
Addressing a talk programme or-
ganised here by Forum for Women,
Law and Development on “Sexual vi-
alence and justice” Country Director
of [ntemational Alert Rabina Shrest-
ha said harmiful social and caltural
practices in soclety were the main
reason behind the curmment spike in
cases of sexual violence against
women and children, She said 15,000
cases of pender viclence were report-
ed In Nepal last year, of which 11,000
were Incidents of domestic violence.

She said incidents of women being
victims of sexual violence by their in-
fimate partners were also increasing.

FWLD Executive Director Sabin
Shrestha said that one year statute of
limitation was the main hurdle in
prosecuting cases against rapists, He
sald there was a case where a flve-
vear-old visually impaired child, who
was stiaying at an orphanage in Kath-
mandu, was raped but by the time
her incident came to light, the 35
days statute of limitation had aiready
elapsed.

He zaid the societal artitude of
viewing the sexual vinlence case as
Infringement of women's honour was
wrong because such perception led
o a situation where vietims” own
family members hate them after sex-
nal violence incidents. He sald that

court ruling of providing compensa-
tiom to sexval violence victims argely
remained unimplemented,

Legal Officer of FWLD Meera
Dhungana said on an average, seven
womnen and child ren were being sex-
ually assavlted everyday in Nepal
and In 890 per cent of sexual violence
cases, the perpetrators were either
the relatives or acquaintances of the
victims, She said last vear, in 740 cas-
es, the accused were acquitted by the
high courts. Dhungana said the gov-
ernment authorities need 1o intro-
spect as to why the govemiment was
not being able to secure convictions
inmost of the sexual violence cases.

G Rajesh Lal Karna said the there
was dreadful situation of viclence
againstwaomen in the county. He said
Tack of women police officers in Ne-

pal Police was also a hindrance In the
investigation of sexual violence cas-
es. Ot of 811,000 Nepal Pelice person-
nel, there are only 58 women police
inspectors, Karna said at least one fe-
male police inspector should be de-
ploved inall 77 districes,

He said strong deterrence against
senual violence and fir investizgation
into the cases of sexual violence
could alone help the country deal
with the problems of sexual violence
effectively. He also sald lawmakers
had macde provision of statue oflimi-
tation in rape case because they real-
ised that it would be difficult for de-
tectives to collect evidence in rape
cases after certain time period,

Secretary at the Ministry of Wom-
en, Children and Senior Citizen Yam
Kumarl Khatiwada said her ministry

was adopting all appropriate meas-
ures to control sexual violence. Stat-
ing that women empowerment conld
also help veduce the incidents of sex-
ual vinlence, Khatiwada said the gov-
ernment was also working to make
women econmmically self- reliant. He
sald In recent years, women's devel-
opment indicators such as women's
participation in politics. share in
family property. their participation in
labour forces were positive,

Minister of Women, Children and
Senior Citizen [ull Kumari Mahato
said she was worried about the in-
creasing number of cases of sexual
violence against children. She
said the government and non-gov-
ernmental organisations needed
tojoin hands (o control cases of sexu-
alviolence.
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